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Contact

Disclaimer:
Thank you for purchasing this guide. This content is
provided in good faith however, while Concealed
Carry Inc strives to maintain legal reference information updated; you as the reader and gun owner are
responsible to do any and all necessary research and
consult with a local attorney before making any decisions. Concealed Carry Inc is not liable for any misinformation, inaccuracies, or actions taken based on this
information. We are not attorneys and this information
is not legal advice. If you see any information you feel
is outdated or incorrect please contact us.

We care A LOT about customer service HOWEVER,
please consider that we are a small business and we
don’t have someone taking phone calls 24 hours a
day. Due to the number of inquiries we get it may take
1 business day to get back to you. Please consider sending
us a Facebook message, email, or a text message as
an alternative as well.
Concealed Carry Inc
8am-5pm MST Mon-Fri.
Office: 303-562-1662
(You can also send text messages to this number)
Fax: 303-593-6088
E-mail: support@concealedcarry.com

Introduction

Definitions

Americans spend an average of 17,000 minutes a year behind the wheel.

Open Carry: Does the state have laws that allow or
prohibit the public carrying of non-concealed firearms?

Many Americans who travel as part of their profession or as a matter of
lifestyle spend significantly more than 17,000 minutes a year behind the
wheel.
For the American gun owner it would seem that an ever changing patchwork of state gun laws are designed almost to entrap and convict even
travelers with the best intentions.
This electronic book is designed to educate gun owners about the different types of laws from state-to-state and the best practices for dealing
with those legal changes.
Inside you will find a summary by state of the core legal points as well as
a state summary by topic. In addition we have included several topic related tutorials, guides, and articles designed to answer the most common
questions.
Thank you for downloading this guide!
Jacob Paulsen
President | ConcealedCarry.com

Duty to Notify Law Enforcement: Does the state have
laws that require the gun owner to proactively inform a
law enforcement officer upon contact that they have a
valid permit?
State Parks: Does the State restrict or prohibit firearms
in State Parks? By extension this also indicates if firearms are restricted or prohibited in National Parks that
are located in that state. Please see the National Parks
article at the end of this book for additional information.
Restaurants Serving Alcohol: Does the state have
laws that specifically regulate, restrict, or prohibit firearms in establishments that serve alcohol? Certainly restaurants are generally private property and the
property owner may choose to restrict firearms but this
law guide specifically addresses if the state has any
laws that regulate these establishments beyond the
property owners decision.

Firearms at Colleges & Universities: Can a gun owner have a firearm on the campus of a public college or
university? If so, under what circumstances or with what
restrictions?
Firearms at K-12 Schools: Can a gun owner have a
firearm on the campus of a public preschool, elementary, middle, junior high or high school? If so, under
what circumstances or with what restrictions?
Magazine Capacity Limitations: Does that state have
laws that prohibit either the possession or acquisition
of magazines with a certain capacity?
Suppressor Ownership: Does the state have laws that
regulate the possession or use of suppressor generally
or when hunting?
Vehicle Possession by Non-Permitees: If the gun
owner is in a state in which they do not have a valid or
recognized permit, how if at all can they transport or
secure their firearm in their vehicle within that state?
Also helpful is to review the section of this book that
discusses Article 926A of the Firearm Owners Protection Act.

Firearm Law Uniformity: Does the state have laws in
place that prevent individual cities or counties from
passing firearm laws that are more restrictive than the
state laws thus creating an environment where knowing the state laws is not enough to ensure compliance
with all local laws.
Permit Training Requirements: What does the state
require an applicant for a concealed carry permit do in
order to quality to apply?
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LAWS BY STATE

Legal while on foot in most public areas. Open carry on private property requires a carry license or
consent from the property owner. Also all persons are prohibited from carrying firearms at or near
a public demonstration.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is permitted

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Your local county sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
Applicants can apply for between 1-5 years as they wish and will pay accordingly.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply at your local county sheriff’s office

No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Subject to college administrative policy

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Subject to policy enforcement by local school boards.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Alabama does not issue permits to non-residents. Exceptions may exist for stationed military and
their spouses.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns must be unloaded and cased in the trunk or storage area; loaded long guns may be
in plain view or gun cases. Glove compartment, console, or under the seat carry are not allowed.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None.

ALABAMA

ALABAMA

OPEN CARRY

Allowed by state law.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Any non-felon may carry a firearm for self-defense

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
A person commits the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree if the person
knowingly possesses a loaded firearm on the person in any place where intoxicating liquor is sold
for consumption on the premises; HOWEVER, one is exempt if one is at a restaurant and did not
consume intoxicating liquor at the place.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 Years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply in person at an office of the Alaska State Troopers, Alaska Wildlife Trooeprs, or a municipal
police department authorized to accept Alaska permit applications. Best to review the required
paperwork on the state site.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Alaska does NOT issue permits to non-residents

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

Alaska permittee must unload and encase gun.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded, concealed firearms may be carried anywhere in the vehicle by anyone 21 yrs of age or
older

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Must take a state approved handgun course which shall include knowledge of Alaska law relating
to firearms and deadly force, familiarity with the basic concepts of safe and responsible use of
handguns, knowledge of self-defense principles, and physical competence with a handgun.

ALASKA

ALASKA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted under state law in most public areas.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Arizona Department of Public Safety

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

STATE PARKS
Concealed Handgun carry by recognized permittees allowed

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Only permittees may carry if the establishment doesn’t post a restriction. These restrictions have
the force of law.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Guns may be in vehicles on school campuses. As to campus carry, schools individually decide the
weapons policy.

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 Years

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Arizona does issue permits to non-residents

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Permittees may have unloaded handguns in vehicles only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Ownership lawful.

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be carried either concealed or open by anyone 21 yrs of age or older

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
State preemption laws do exist and prohibit local units from enacting or enforcing most things.

ARIZONA

ARIZONA

OPEN CARRY

An applicant shall demonstrate competence with a firearm through any of the following:
1. Completion of any firearms safety or training course or class that is available to
the general public, that is offered by a law enforcement agency, a junior college, a
college or a private or public institution, academy, organization or firearms training
school and that is approved by the department of public safety or that uses instructors
who are certified by the national rifle association.
2. Completion of any hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the Arizona
game and fish department or a similar agency of another state.
3. Completion of any national rifle association firearms safety or training course.
4. Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class that
is offered for security guards, investigators, special deputies or other divisions or
subdivisions of law enforcement or security enforcement and that is approved by
the department of public safety.
5. Evidence of current military service or proof of honorable discharge or general
discharge under honorable conditions from the United States armed forces.
6. A valid current or expired concealed weapon, firearm or handgun permit or license that is issued by another state or a political subdivision of another state and
that has a training or testing requirement for initial issuance.
7. Completion of any governmental police agency firearms training course and
qualification to carry a firearm in the course of normal police duties.
8. Completion of any other firearms safety or training course or class that is conducted
by a department of public safety approved or national rifle association certified firearms
instructor.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Arizona requires you complete a training course that meets their standards. All of
the classes we teach and promote via this website qualify by these standards. For
additional details about what other training would qualify the applicant read our
Arizona required training guide.
Review the provisions contained in Arizona Revised Statute Title 13, chapters 4 and
31 which are available on the Arizona State Legislature website utilizing the following
link: https://bit.ly/2Kks3Fv
You will need an application packet. If you take one of our classes we will provide
it to you at that time. Otherwise contact the Concealed Weapons Permit Unit at the
state, via email to request an application packet. It contains an application, two
fingerprint cards and a return envelope. When requesting an application packet for
a New Permit, please email your request, include your mailing address in the following
format:
Your Name
1234 Weapons Street
Anytown, IL 80808
Click here to contact the Concealed Weapons Permit Unit by e-mail.
Send the completed application, adequate documentation which demonstrates
firearms safety competence, two complete sets of fingerprints, the appropriate fee
in the form of a money order, cashier’s or certified check; payable to the AZ DPS to
the CWPU. For a current list of fees click here. Fees are non-refundable.

ARIZONA

ARIZONA

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

There is some debate. A recent A.G. opinion asserts that one may open carry while on foot as long
as one does not intend to use the handgun to commit a criminal offense.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Recognized permitees may carry in open areas but not in any govt buildings.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
You may not carry in a bar. Restaurants are ok and are defined in 3-5-1202 as places where complete meals are actually and regularly served and have a seating capacity of at least 50 people and
have capacity to serve suitable food for its guests.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Arkansas permittee w/loaded handgun lawful in car only.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 Years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete the required training and complete the license application (preferable online) and
send the State Police all the paperwork and fingerprints along with the fee.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only active duty military and their spouse may apply for a non-resident permit.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns anywhere in vehicle and long guns so long as they are in plain view or secured
in commercial gun cases.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Basic 5 hour class for the basic permit or 8 hour enhanced training for the enhanced permit. List of
certified instructors maintained online. Any person who becomes a resident of Arkansas who has
a valid license by a reciprocal state may apply to transfer his/her license.

ARKANSAS

ARKANSAS

OPEN CARRY

Prohibited in all public areas.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Varies by county or city

STATE PARKS
Firearms must be cased, unloaded and kept withing a vehicle or campsite.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Firearms must be unloaded and in locked cases within a vehicle.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May issue in practice. State law requires applicants have good cause. Each county can determine
what they deem to be good cause. This creates a lot of variance from county to county.

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
2 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Varies by county. Contact your county sheriff office

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
California does not issue non-resident permits

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
Magazines with capacity over 10 may not be imported/brought into the state

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns must be unloaded and secured in the trunk or vehicle storage compartment or locked
in gun cases; long guns must be unloaded also.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Each county can set forth the training requirements to qualify to apply.

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

OPEN CARRY

Permitted by state but some local jurisdictions may have restrictions.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
No prohibitions

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restrictions.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed carry allowed by law

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Firearms permitted in vehicle only and when vehicle is not occupied the firearm must be within a
compartment and the vehicle must be locked

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Local county sheriffs office

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete course and present training certificate at county sheriff’s office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Permits are not issued to non-residents. Exceptions exist for active duty military

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
Citizens may not acquire a magazine that holds more than 15 rounds

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
No state restrictions

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may be transported concealed in vehicles within the state

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Some uniformity but local jurisdictions have some grandfathered clauses

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Must take a firearm safety class from a certified instructor within 10 years of applying.

COLORADO

COLORADO

OPEN CARRY

Permitted if licensed

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Firearms prohibited

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restrictions.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Firearms prohibited even in vehicles

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Connecticut State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
First you must obtain a temporary permit from your local police department. Then after completing the required training you can submit your application.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Yes you may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
Magazines with capacity over 10 must be registered

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handgun carry prohibited

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
No preemption statute. Laws may vary by local jurisdiction

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
A handgun safety course which must consist of no less than the NRA’s Basic Pistol Course. Live fire
is also required.

CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT

OPEN CARRY

Permitted however local ordinances may exist.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Firearms prohibited

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
The Prothonotary Office in the county in which you reside.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restrictions.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
With valid permit, loaded handgun is lawful in the vehicle only

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may not apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
With valid permit, loaded handgun is lawful in the vehicle only

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns may be carried openly or secured in the trunk. No concealed handguns.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Some uniformity exists but laws pre-1985 are grandfathered and local jurisdictions can restrict
open carry

DELAWARE

DELAWARE

OPEN CARRY

Must complete a course which shall include:
Instruction regarding knowledge and safe handling of firearms;
b. Instruction regarding safe storage of firearms and child safety;
c. Instruction regarding knowledge and safe handling of ammunition;
d. Instruction regarding safe storage of ammunition and child safety;
e. Instruction regarding safe firearms shooting fundamentals;
f. Live fire shooting exercises conducted on a range, including the expenditure of a minimum
of 100 rounds of ammunition;
g. Identification of ways to develop and maintain firearm shooting skills;
h. Instruction regarding federal and state laws pertaining to the lawful purchase, ownership,
transportation, use and possession of firearms;
i. Instruction regarding the laws of this State pertaining to the use of deadly force for
self-defense; and
j. Instruction regarding techniques for avoiding a criminal attack and how to manage a
violent confrontation, including conflict resolution.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
1. Arrange with a newspaper of general circulation in your County to have your application published
once, at least (10) days before the filing of your application with the Court. Obtain an affidavit from
the newspaper company stating that this requirement has been met, and attach it to your application.
PLEASE NOTE: Newspaper of selection must have a circulation of at least 35% of the population in
your zip code. Be sure to use your whole name – no initials – and your home address.
2. Arrange to be fingerprinted. Fingerprinting by Appointment Only Appointments are ONLY Tuesday
& Thursday noon to 6:30 p.m. You will be given the address of the Delaware State Police Troop to
report to at the time you are given an appointment. For an appointment call: (302) 739-2528 or
1-800-464-4357 Payment by certified check, money order, business check, or credit card for exact
amount only. No cash or personal checks accepted and picture ID required. Fingerprints must be
taken within 30 days of filing application.
3. Have the reference questionnaires completed by five (5) citizens from the County in which you
reside.
4. Complete the attached questionnaire and have it notarized. (The Prothonotary Office will notarize
a document for a $1.00 fee)
5. Include two (2) 2 x 2 color passport-style photographs of the applicant, taken within the six-month
period immediately preceding the filing of the application.
6. Include the statutory filing fee of $34.50. Cash, money order or personal check, made payable to
the “PROTHONOTARY” will be accepted. (Credit cards are accepted in Kent County ONLY)
7. New applications may be filed at any time. You must file the original set and a complete copy of
all the documents. (DUPLICATE COPY) You may hand deliver your application to the Prothonotary’s
Office or, if all the requirements are met, mail to the Prothonotary Office in the County in which you
are applying:
New Castle County Prothonotary Office
CCDW Permit
500 N. King Street, Suite 1500
Wilmington, DE 19801-3704
Kent County Prothonotary Office
38 The Green
Dover, DE 19901
Sussex County Prothonotary Office
Sussex County Courthouse
1 The Circle, Suite 2
Georgetown, DE 19947
You may be contacted by a representative of the Attorney General’s Office for a personal interview.
If you have any questions, please contact:
New Castle County 302-255-0556
Kent County 302-739-3184 ext. 164
Sussex County 302-856-5742
Following review of your application by the Attorney General’s Office and the Court, you will receive
written notification as to whether your application has been denied or approved. If your application
is approved, you must now complete an Approved Gun Course. For exact details of what the course
must include see 11 Del. C. § 1441. Upon completion of the course please submit your Certificate –
certified by the Instructor and notarized to the Court. Your new CCDW permit will be issued following
receipt verification of the gun course.

DELAWARE

DELAWARE

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

Open carry is not legal in Florida except for a person engaged in fishing, camping, or lawful
hunting or going to or returning from a fishing, camping, or lawful hunting expedition. [790.053,
790.25]

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed carry by permittees is permitted.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Some dining areas may be allowed but establishments that primarily serve alcohol or bars are
prohibited.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Prohibited by most districts

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Florida Dept of Agriculture.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
7 Years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete the required class and submit the application. You can submit in person or via mail.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-Residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms need to be securely encased or otherwise not readily accessible.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicant must take a class from a certified instructor. Class must include a live fire element.

FLORIDA

FLORIDA

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Your county’s probate court

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
No duty to inform

STATE PARKS
Permitted by those with recognized permits

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Those with Georgia permits may have loaded handguns in vehicles only.

Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 Years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
CAppear to the probate court in the county in which you reside. Research county specific procedures.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Military personnel in Georgia may apply.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be transported anywhere in a private vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None

GEORGIA

GEORGIA

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Firearms must remain cased, unloaded and stowed in a vehicle.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Lawful in vehicle with Hawaii permit.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Chief of police in the county you live in.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue, and its been years since they issued one.

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
1 year

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Contact your chief of police.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-Residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
Handgun magazines with capacity greater than 10 rounds are not lawful

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Not permitted

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
No preemption law. Localities may enact their own gun laws.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None

HAWAII

HAWAII

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed Handgun carry by recognized permittee allowed

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No restriction by state law

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed carry allowed by law

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Idaho permittee may have a loaded handgun in the vehicle only

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Present the application and other required documents with the Sheriff’s office in your county of
residence.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
No state restrictions

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns may be in the vehicle in plain view. Loaded rifles or shotguns can be in plain
view or cased.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
State preemption law prevents local jurisdictions from taking away state firearm rights.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Basic permit requires only mimimal training such as hunter education. Enhanced permit requires a full class with live fire.

IDAHO

IDAHO

OPEN CARRY

Prohibited

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Permittees may carry in most outdoor areas

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Permittees may carry in dining areas

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Permittees may have a firearm in the vehicle but this is subject to college specific policies. Concealed carry on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Permittee may have loaded handgun in vehicle.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Illinois State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
First you must obtain a FOID card. Then you can submit your application online. More detailed
instructions here https://illinois.concealedcarry.com/illinois-ccw-permit-application-guide/

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non residents may apply but only from a select number of states

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
FOID card required and restrictions may apply on magazines in some local jurisdictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
If you possess a permit from your home state you may carry a loaded handgun in your vehicle in
Illinois. Long guns must remain unloaded and cased. If you lack a permit you must stow any firearms
in the trunk.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
No

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of 16 hours of training from a state certified instructor.

ILLINOIS

ILLINOIS

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Permitted by those with honored permits.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Indiana State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
There are 4 yr permits and lifetime permits

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Fill out online application. Submit electronic fingerprints. Pay fee at local law enforcement agency.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Loaded handgun in vehicle only and only with Indiana permit.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns must be unloaded, cased, and stowed in the trunk or rear storage area.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None

INDIANA

INDIANA

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Permitted by those with honored permits.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Unloaded handgun may be stowed in locked container of passenger compartment or truck of
vehicle only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 Years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Contact your county sheriff office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-Residents can apply but the criteria is very narrow to qualify.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout.

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may not be carried or in a loaded or accessible condition.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
1. An applicant for an initial permit to carry weapons shall demonstrate knowledge of
firearm safety by any of the following means:
a. Completion of any national rifle association handgun safety training course.
b. Completion of any handgun safety training course available to the general public
offered by a law enforcement agency, community college, college, private or public
institution or organization, or firearms training school, utilizing instructors certified by the
national rifle association or the department of public safety or another state’s department of
public safety, state police department, or similar certifying body.
c. Completion of any handgun safety training course offered for security guards,
investigators, special deputies, or any division or subdivision of a law enforcement or
security enforcement agency approved by the department of public safety.
d. Completion of small arms training while serving with the armed forces of the United
States.
e. Completion of a law enforcement agency firearm safety training course that qualifies a
peace officer to carry a firearm in the normal course of the peace officer’s duties.
f. Completion of a hunter education program approved by the natural resource
commission pursuant to section 483A.27, if the program includes handgun safety training
and completion of the handgun safety training is included on the certificate of completion

IOWA

IOWA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Lawful for citizens 21 yrs or older

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Not restricted unless premises is “posted”

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
4 years.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply at your county sheriff office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only military stationed in Kansas may obtain a non-resident permit.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Kansas permittee with loaded handgun lawful in vehicle only.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be carried anywhere in a vehicle by law-abiding persons 21 years and older.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
You must take a class from an instructor on the approved/certified list maintained by the state.
Class will last at least 8 hours and will include live fire.

KANSAS

KANSAS

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed carry by recognized permittees is permitted.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Those with a KY permit may have a loaded handgun in the vehicle only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
The first step is to take a complete a firearms safety or training course offered or approved by the
Department of Criminal Justice Training (like our course). The course fee is set at $75 by the state. All
instructors must charge exactly $75 and $25 of that fee collected by the instructor is passed on to the
state. (237.112 The law that says instructors may not charge more than $75 plus up to $10 for range
fees, targets, and associated rentals/costs)
After the class is complete, the instructor will submit information about your pass or fail status to DOCJT. You will receive a class completion certificate THE DAY OF THE CLASS.
After receiving the certificate, you can either visit your local sheriff’s office or you can complete your
CCDW application online by uploading a PDF of the training certificate, a PDF of your Drivers License,
and a PDF of your picture you want on the license. Applying online does require a user account be
registered prior to the application. If you submit your application online you will pay $50 and then an
additional $20 when you pick up your permit from the sheriff’s office.
If you go to the Sheriff’s Office the background check is to be completed within 15 working days.
The total fee if you go to the sheriff’s office will be $60 (active and retired peace officers that meet the
requirements of KRS 237.110(7) are exempt from paying the application or renewal fee).
The application must include a completed Citizenship Affidavit. You can access or download the affidavit (KSP 131).
The Sheriff’s office submits your application to the Kentucky State Police who will conduct a background check. They will issue or deny your license within 90 days. You will receive a “Flash Pak” in the
mail with information about picking up your permit at your sheriff’s office.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

Loaded firearms may be carried in plain view or stowed in any factory-installed vehicle compartment
(glove box, console, etc)

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must take a state certified course taught by a state certified instructor.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only to military personnel

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Kentucky State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

KENTUCKY

KENTUCKY

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed Carry by those with recognized permits is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years or lifetime

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Take a qualifying class and then submit the application with the appropriate fee

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only to military personnel

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Louisiana permittee may have a loaded handgun in the vehicle only.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be carried in plain view or stowed in any factory-installed vehicle compartment
(glove box, console, etc)

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Preemption law in place but some laws pre-1985 are grandfathered in.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicant must complete a course. Generally runs 8 hours and must include live fire

LOUISIANA

LOUISIANA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed Carry by those with recognized permits is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Concealed Carry lawful if not posted otherwise

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Depending on where you live you may need to apply directly to the state police. Otherwise you
may need to apply from your local issuing authority.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
4 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Submit paperwork along with the fee and proof of training.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Firearm possession fully prohibited

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Anyone 21 or older may carry a loaded handgun anywhere in a vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout State

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Basically any NRA official course qualifies.

MAINE

MAINE

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Prohibited

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Depending on where you live you may need to apply directly to the state police. Otherwise you
may need to apply from your local issuing authority.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
2 years for first renewal. Subsequent renewals are every 3 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Fill ouT electronic application. Submit with required paperwork and proof of training

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Prohibited

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
The sell or acquisition of magazines with capacity greater than 10 is not lawful.

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded, readily accessible handguns are prohibited

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Preemption law exists but there are many exceptions

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Wear and Carry Permit training is 16 hours of instruction for an original application and 8 hours
of instruction for a renewal application. The approved training is offered by a Qualified Handgun Instructor and will include instruction on state firearm law, home firearm safety, handgun
mechanisms and operation, and a component that requires the applicant to demonstrate gun
safety and proficiency with a minimum score of 70% accuracy.
Designated security personnel (security guards, private detectives, special police, and armored
car drivers/guards) must shoot a practical police course of at least 50 rounds, from no further
than 25 yards and score at least 70% accuracy.

MARYLAND

MARYLAND

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed Carry Handgun lawful by Massachusetts permittees

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Prohibited

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
The sale, transfer, or new acquisition of magazines with a capacity greater than 10
rounds is unlawful.

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handgun carry generally prohibited

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout State

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
“Massachusetts Basic Firearms Safety Course”

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Local Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
6 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
In Mass there is a Resident Firearm License which is required to possess firearms and a License to
Carry which is required to carry them.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Loaded handgun in vehicle only lawful for Michigan permittees

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Clerk

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete a qualifying course. Submit the application with fee(s) to the county clerk. Wait for
background check to process.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Available to active duty military

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Non-residents may only carry a handgun in a vehicle if he/she has a carry permit from his/her home
state

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout State

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Michigan requires a basic handgun training course.

MICHIGAN

MICHIGAN

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific statutory restriction.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Public postsecondary educational institutions are not authorized to generally prohibit the lawful
carrying or possession of firearms by members of the public who are neither their students nor
their employees. See Minn. Stat. § 624.714, subd. 18(b)

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
For residents, the issuing authority is their local Chief of Police or County Sheriff. For Non-Residents you may be issued a license by any Minnesota County Sheriff.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete the required training course and present the fee and your ID at your county sheriff
office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

Ok to keep loaded handgun in trunk or rear storage area of vehicle if you have a recognized
permit.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns in a vehicle must be unloaded and fully contained in closed commercial gun cases.
state

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
State preemption law is in place. Laws should be uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Required to complete a state certified pistol safety training program.

MINNESOTA

MINNESOTA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed Carry handguns lawful by those with permits or exercising constitutional carry rights

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Department of Public Safety

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete an application and bring it to a DPS substation or the headquarters in Jackson.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Mississippi permit holder who is a non-student may have loaded handgun in vehicle only.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-resident permits are only available to military personnel

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded, concealed handguns may be carried anywhere in a vehicle

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Cities may restrict parks and public meetings but otherwise laws are uniform throughout the state.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
No training required for the basic permit. The enhanced permit requires taking a class from a
State DPS Certifie Instructor

MISSISSIPPI

MISSISSIPPI

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed Carry handguns lawful by those with permits or exercising constitutional carry rights

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Bring proof of training and valid state ID to your county sheriff office

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-resident permits only available to active duty military and their spouses stationed in Missouri

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Loaded handguns in vehicles only lawful for Missouri permittees

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be carried anywhere in a vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Gun laws uniform except localities may regulate the open carry of loaded weapons by non-permittees in public areas.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Must take a course from a qualified instructor

MISSOURI

MISSOURI

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Recognized permittees may carry concealed handguns

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Concealed Carry Prohibited

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
You must have completed any one of the following: Montana Hunter Ed Course, State Approved
Course, Any course from a National Firearms Group, or possess a DD214

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
4 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply in person at county sheriff office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Not available

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Montana permittee with loaded handgun in vehicle only is lawful but localities have power to
regulate this further.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be carried in plain view, console box, glove compartment or gun case. Firearms may NOT be concealed on one’s person

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Mostly uniform throughout state but some local regulation of public areas is possible

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
You must have completed any one of the following: Montana Hunter Ed Course, State Approved Course, Any course from a National Firearms Group, or possess a DD214

MONTANA

MONTANA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Recognized permittees may carry concealed handguns

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Nebraska State Patrol

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Submit via mail or in person your application with required fee and documentation to a Nebraska
State Patrol Troop Area Headquarters

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Not available

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Nebraska permittee may have a loaded handgun in the vehicle only

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may be in plain view and loaded under state law but local laws may prohibit this. To be
safe all firearms should be stowed cased and unloaded.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Some uniformity but localities can regulate some things

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Take a State Patrol approved training course.

NEBRASKA

NEBRASKA

OPEN CARRY

Legal

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry lawful by recognized permittees

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
You may not have a firearm (not even in a vehicle) absent written permission from authorities.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
A completed application for the permit must accompany a set of ten-print fingerprint cards,
a full view color photograph of the applicant. All fees and costs associated with obtaining a
concealed firearms permit are the responsibility of the applicant and are not refundable.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply but must appear in person.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns may be carried openly or in the glove compartment or console but may not be
concealed upon one’s person.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout the state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicant must complete a 8 hour course that includes a specific live course of fire.

NEVADA

NEVADA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees and those exercising constitutional carry
permitted

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
New Hampshire permittee may have loaded gun in vehicle only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may be loaded and carried concealed or openly anywhere in a vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout the state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Local Police / Sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Local Police/Sheriff issue resident permits. Contact them for forms or print one from online. Take
it to your Police/Sheriff along with your State Photo Drivers License/ID. The process is simple
and straight forward. Cost is $10.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
The NH State Police issue non-resident permits

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW HAMPSHIRE

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Chief police officer

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY

Firearms possession or use is prohibited

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Contact your local chief police officer / sheriff and ask about their process

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Prohibited.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents must apply to the NJ State Police station nearest their geographic location.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
Magazines with a capacity greater than 15 rounds are illegal

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited.

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Firearms may not be carried in a vehicle w/o a purchaser ID card or NJ carry permit

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
None.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicant must prove competence. Documentation of training will be required but specifics
aren’t clear.

NEW JERSEY

NEW JERSEY

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Firearms in establishments that have a license for the dispensing of alcoholic beverages are unlawful, UNLESS you have a valid permit and the restaurant derives no less than sixty percent of it’s
annual revenue from the sale of food AND they sell only beer and wine... no hard liquor.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
NM Department of Public Safety

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
4 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Submit an application with the fees, and other required documentation.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Available for Military only.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

NM permittees may have a loaded handgun in the vehicle only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful.

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded concealed firearms may be carried anywhere in a private vehicle for self-protection.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout the state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must complete a 15 hour course that includes live fire. Applicants must take ongoing training courses every 2 years

NEW MEXICO

NEW MEXICO

OPEN CARRY

Prohibited by law

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Varies by city/county

STATE PARKS
Prohibited

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Prohibited

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Of the fifty-nine (59) licensing jurisdictions, fifty-five (55) issue pistol licenses through the courts
with a judge serving as the licensing officer

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
May Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
New York has so many laws and regulations that applying for a permit to carry can be a long
drawn out process in some counties or rapid in others . Your best course of action is to check
with the Licensing Officer in your City or County as they have a set procedure they go by.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only non-residents who are employed or own a business in the state are eligible

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
Magazines with a capacity greater than 10 rounds are illegal.

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handgun possession or carry requires a New York License

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
There are significant differences between most of the state and New York City. Be very cautious
when doing research related to state laws that may not apply to NYC.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Varies by county

NEW YORK

NEW YORK

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry be recognized permittees is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Those with permits may carry in establishments that serve alcohol.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
NC permit holder may have loaded handgun in vehicle only. Private schools may still prohibit all
firearm possession.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be secured in holsters or slings and carried openly in the vehicle’s passenger
compartment.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Mostly uniform but some local carry restrictions exist.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
The class consists of a classroom portion and a live range fire portion.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply at the sheriff office. Complete an application, pay the fee, submit fingerprints and provide
proof of training.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may not apply

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

NORTH CAROLINA

NORTH CAROLINA

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Office of Attorney General - Bureau of Criminal Investigation

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by officer.

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by those with recognized permits is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
You may only have a firearm in an establishment that sells alcohol if in the part of a restaurant that
permits those under the age of 21. 62.1-02-04

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
ND permittee with loaded handgun lawful in vehicle only and some localities may have more
restrictive policies

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Non-residents must have all firearms unloaded and secured in gun cases or closed trunks. Qualified
residents may be allowed to possess concealed loaded firearms.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Some variance by locality

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
An applicant for a class 1 license shall successfully participate in a classroom instruction that
sets forth weapon safety rules and the deadly force law of North Dakota, complete an open
book test based upon a manual, demonstrate familiarity with a firearm or dangerous weapon,
and complete an actual shooting or certified proficiency exercise. An applicant for a class 2
license is required to successfully complete the open book test offered for the class 1 license.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply via mail. Include all required documentation, application, and fee.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents who have a permit from their home state and whose state has reciprocity with ND
may apply.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

NORTH DAKOTA

NORTH DAKOTA

OPEN CARRY

Not allowed in a motor vehicle / motorcycle.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees in outdoor areas is allowed. Open carry is
also recognized in outdoor areas.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
You can carry in an establishment that serves alcohol if you are not consuming.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Forbidden unless permitted or you are in the process of locking it in your car

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
As a licensee, you may have a concealed handgun in a school safety zone if you leave the handgun in the motor vehicle, the handgun does not leave the vehicle and, if you leave the vehicle,
you lock the vehicle

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
You must apply to the sheriff in the county where you reside or an adjoining county

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall issue to residents and those employed in Ohio

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
The sheriff must provide you with the internet link to obtain a printable application form and
you should print, and read, the Attorney General pamphlet on Concealed Carry. You must pay a
fee, which will vary depending on the background check the sheriff must conduct. The minimum
fee for a background check and license is $67. You must provide evidence of your training certification
and certify that you have read the Attorney General’s publication. Applicants also must submit
their fingerprints, which are necessary to conduct the background check.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Available only to non-residents who work in Ohio

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
No State Restrictions

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Vehicle possession is limited to concealed handguns unless the firearm is unloaded and in a
commercial gun case.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Firrm Law Uniform Throughout State

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
The total time required for training is 8 hours with a minimum of 2 hours of in-person training
that consists of range time and live-fire training

OHIO

OHIO

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Sheriff

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Recognized permittees may carry in open areas.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
Those with valid CHLs may carry into any establishment “where the sale of low-point beer or
alcoholic beverages does not constitute the primary purpose of the business.”

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
OK Permittees may have loaded handguns in the vehicle only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
There is a 5 year and a 10 year option

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete the application along with required documentation and fees. Submit to county sheriff.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only military and spouse may apply as non-residents

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Firearms must be unloaded and in plain view or secured in visible cases.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Complete a firearms safety and training course and demonstrate competence and
qualifications with the type of pistol to be carried by the person as provided in Section 1290.14
of this title, and submit proof of training and qualification or an exemption for training and
qualification as authorized by Section 1290.14 of this title

OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA

OPEN CARRY

No state restrictions

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Sheriff

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Oregon permittees may carry concealed handguns in parks.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific regulation. Same as any other private property.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Loaded handguns allowed in vehicles ONLY if you have an Oregon permit.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
4 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Complete a qualifying class and present your certificate at your county sheriff’s office. Fill out the
application and pay the fee.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents of adjacent states may apply if they have their home state permit first.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

No State Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
No State Restrictions

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns only allowed if visible on belt holster. Any handgun that is BOTH readily accessible and not visible is prohibited.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
There is a state preemption statute but it allows local regulation of loaded gun carry.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must complete a simple handgun safety course in person. No live fire required.

OREGON

OREGON

OPEN CARRY

Outside of Philadelphia, there is no law preventing open carry. However Opiate Emergency declaration might now restrict carry. Title 18 of state statutes states that “No person shall carry a firearm
upon the public streets or upon any public property during an emergency proclaimed by a State
or municipal governmental executive,”

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Not required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested.

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees in outdoor areas is allowed

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No Restrictions

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
No general firearms prohibition that applies to colleges and universities in PA. The law allows each
institution to decide what rules to implement. However, many state universities lifted complete
bans they once had in place. Instead, permit those with License to Carry Firearms to carry, at least
in some places on campus.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
PA prohibits possession of a firearm (including handguns and long guns) “in the buildings of,
on the grounds of, or in any conveyance providing transportation to or from any school grounds
except universities.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Vehicle transport is limited to a long gun weapon that is unloaded and in plain view with its actions
open. The unloaded firearm may also be secured in a closed commercial gun case, gun rack, or
trunk. Handguns require LTCF except if 1) constable; 2) military member on duty; 3) members of
any organization duly organized to purchase or receive such firearms from US or Commonwealth;
4) anyone engaging in target shooting with firearm in process of coming/going to place of practice;
5) officers or employees of the US authorized to carry; 6) agents, messengers of common carriers,
banks or business firms required to protect money; 7) persons engaged in the business of manufacturing repairing or dealing in firearms; 8) any person carrying a firearm which is not loaded and
in a secure wrapper from purchase/repair place to home; 9) person licensed to hunt; 10) persons
training dogs; 11) any person while carrying firearm in vehicle who possess lawful license for that
firearm under US or any other state; 12) person with expired LTCF of <6months; 13) anyone otherwise eligible to possess who is operating a motor vehicle registered to themselves or spouse and
has legal license for firearm; 14) person lawfully engaged in interstate transportation;15) anyone
who possesses a valid permit from another state; 16) anyone holding a license in accordance with
section 6109(f)(3).

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Firearm laws uniform throughout state except in Philadelphia.

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Legal if all NFA requirements are met.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
You must apply to the sheriff in the county where you reside

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Both NEW and RENEWAL Applicants need ONLY do the following:
1. Appear in-person with a valid and accurate PA Drivers’ License or PA Photo ID Card.
2. Completely fill out an application (References are NOT required for Renewals ONLY.)
3. Upon approval, payment of $20.00 in the form of CASH ONLY is required.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents of adjacent states may apply if they have their home state permit first.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
AG or Local Officials

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Carry in prohibited. Firearms must be unloaded and cased in vehicle.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
RI permittees may have loaded handgun in vehicle only.

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Depends on if you apply from the AG or Local Officials. Both issue permits.

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
4 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Depends on where you apply.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only those who live or own a business in RI may apply.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Prohibited

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
A carry permit from any state is required for transportation of handguns through the state.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Must take a class from a certified NRA instructor.

RHODE ISLAND

RHODE ISLAND

OPEN CARRY

Prohibited in public areas

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed Carry by recognized licenses permitted

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall issue to Residents and Non-Residents with exceptions.

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-Residents may apply but have to own property in the state.

SC permitee may have loaded handgun secured in closed glove compartment console or trunk.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

No restrictions

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Ownership lawful.

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
loaded handguns may be carried in a closed compartment. Rifles and shotguns may be loaded
while in the trunk or passenger area except within state parks, recreational areas, or wildlife areas
during hunting season.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH CAROLINA

OPEN CARRY

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

(a) a person who, within three years before filing an application, has successfully completed a basic or advanced handgun education course offered by a state, county, or municipal law enforcement agency or a nationally recognized organization that promotes
gun safety. This education course must include, but is not limited to:

Applicants must include a non-refundable payment of $50.00 (certified check, cashier’s check, or money order) made payable to SLED.

(i) information on the statutory and case law of this State relating to handguns and to the
use of deadly force;

 Resident aliens must provide a copy of their alien card from the Department of Homeland Security.

(ii) information on handgun use and safety;
(iii) information on the proper storage practice for handguns with an emphasis on storage practices that reduces the possibility of accidental injury to a child; and
(iv) the actual firing of the handgun in the presence of the instructor;

 Applicants must submit a good quality photocopy of their state issued driver’s license or officially
issued identification card.

 Qualified nonresident applicants must submit a completed Real Property Tax Form (SLED Form R168).
The following only apply to NEW permit applications:
 Applicants must submit an original completed, signed, and dated application. The CWP instructor
must also sign the application.
 Applicants must submit two (2) complete, legible sets of fingerprint cards.
 Active duty military applicants must submit military orders. Retired or former military applicants must
submit a copy of their DD214.
 Retired law enforcement officers exempt from paying the fee must submit proof of retirement benefits/pension documentation.
 Active/retired South Carolina law enforcement officers exempt from training must submit current
legal and firearm training documentation. Out-of-state retired law enforcement officers (or those www.
handgunlaw.us 3 whose certification has expired) must submit proof of graduation from a federal or
state academy that included firearms training as a graduation requirement.
 Disabled veterans exempt from paying the fee must submit documentation from the VA indicating
disability percentage.
 CWP training courses must have been completed within three years of filing the application.
 Training date, instructor certification number, and student number must be entered onto the application.
 You must submit a signed copy of the SLED CWP Instructor/Student Checklist with your application.
Permit issued after February 11, 2014 will be valid for 5 years.
Please mail all of this information to:
CWP Application, SLED Data Center, P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, S.C. 29221-1398)
Please Note: It will take approximately ninety (90) days to process your new application.

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH CAROLINA

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry lawful by recognized permittees

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
You may not carry in any licensed alcoholic beverage establishment that derives over one-half of
its total income from the sale of malt or alcoholic beverages (23-7-8.1)

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Prohibited

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County sheriff

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Present the required paperwork and fee to your county sheriff office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only military personnel may qualify for non-resident permits

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may be loaded and carried in plain view or unloaded and carried in the trunk or other
closed compartment.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
The basic permit has no training requirement. To apply for the enhanced permit one must complete a Qualifying handgun course which is taught by a NRA instructor who also has completed
a state course on the use of force. The course must include laws, basic use, self-defense principles, and live fire of at least 98 rounds of ammo. 23-7-58

SOUTH DAKOTA

SOUTH DAKOTA

OPEN CARRY

Open carry allowed only with permit

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry lawful by recognized permittees

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed carry allowed by law

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
TN permittee may carry loaded handgun in vehicle only

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
TN Highway Patrol

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
8 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Pick up an application from any Driver Services Center location

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Only available to those who have a permit from their home state that isn’t honored in TN AND is
employed in TN.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded firearms may be carried anywhere in a vehicle or boat.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Take class offered by an instructor certified by the TN Dept of Safety.

TENNESSEE

TENNESSEE

OPEN CARRY

Legal with License to Carry.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or when ID requested

STATE PARKS
Concealed carry by permittees allowed.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
You may not carry into a premise that has a liquor license and derives 51 percent or more of its
income from the sale or service of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Permittees allowed to have handgun in vehicle.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Texas Department of Public Safety

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
You must renew your permit every 4 years.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Submit an application online to the Texas Department of Public Safety.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-Residents may apply for a permit.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
No Restrictions

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Vehicle carry of a loaded handgun is allowed if the weapon is kept concealed and the person is not
involved in any criminal activity.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
You must take a training course proving competency with a handgun that is taught by a state
certified instructor.

TEXAS

TEXAS

OPEN CARRY

Legal if the handgun is deemed unloaded. Utah’s definition of unloaded is that there be no round
in the firing position and at least two mechanical movements to fire.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by those with honored/recognized permits is allowed

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed carry allowed by law

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
No restrictions for permittees

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Department of Public Safety.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years. Can renew online.

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Mail or apply in person to the State Department of Public Safety.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-residents may apply. Fee is slightly higher.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may be loaded and concealed anywhere in the vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Preemption statute is in place. Firearm laws uniform throughout the state.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Must take state regulated and prescribed class. Classroom only, appx 4 hours.

UTAH

UTAH

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
No duty to notify

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by any non-felon permitted.

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restriction

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Unloaded firearms in locked cases in vehicles only.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
N/A

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
N/A

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Vermont doesn’t issue permits.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
N/A

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns may be loaded and concealed anywhere in the vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
N/A

VERMONT

VERMONT

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No restriction as long as you don’t consume any alcohol

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
VA permittee with loaded handgun in vehicle only. If you leave the vehicle the firearm must be
unloaded and cased.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Unloaded firearms in locked cases in vehicles only.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Virginia State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 Years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Mail application with fingerprints, training certificate, and fee to VA State police

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Anyone can apply.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns may be carried in plain veiw or secured in the glove compartment or console

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Mostly Uniform throughout state. Localities can regulate loaded long guns in vehicles.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Any firearm training course qualifies.

VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted under state law in most public places

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permit holders is allowed

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restrictions

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Washington permittee with handgun is lawful when picking up or dropping off a student

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
The Police Chief or Sheriff in the specific City or County you reside in.

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
You must renew your permit every 5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
You can apply for your concealed weapons permit at your local Police Station or Sheriff’s Office
in the area you reside in.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Non-Residents may apply and have the same fees as Residents.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Handguns must be unloaded and secured in commercial gun cases; long guns must be unloaded.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Preemption Statute in place. Laws should be uniform throughout the state

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
There is no required training to get your Washington concealed weapons permit.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted under state law in most public places

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permit holders is allowed

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No specific restrictions

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
WV permittee with loaded handgun in vehicle ONLY lawful; permittee must be at least 21 and
lock gun in secure compartment when car is unoccupied.

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
State Police

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Apply at your local county sheriff office

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Not available

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Mostly uniform. Localities can regulate municipally owned blds and rec centers.

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns may be carried anywhere in a vehicle by persons 21 years and older.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Take a training course which could include any of the following:
(1) Any official National Rifle Association handgun safety or training course;
(2) Any handgun safety or training course or class available to the general public offered by an
official law-enforcement organization, community college, junior college, college or private or
public institution or organization or handgun training school utilizing instructors duly certified
by the institution;
(3) Any handgun training or safety course or class conducted by a handgun instructor certified
as such by the state or by the National Rifle Association;
(4) Any handgun training or safety course or class conducted by any branch of the United States
Military, Reserve or National Guard.

WEST VIRGINIA

WEST VIRGININA

OPEN CARRY

No legal prohibition. Open carry is legal in places that aren’t otherwise prohibited.

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
No restriction

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
No statewide restriction. Same as any other private property.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
Wisconsin permittee must unload and encase gun

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
Wisconsin Dept Of Justice

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Mail the completed application, fee, and proof of training to:
Wisconsin Department of Justice
Attn: Firearms Unit
PO Box 7130
Madison, WI, 53707-7130

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Wisconsin does NOT issue permits to non-residents

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful when in compliance with federal law

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Loaded handguns may not be concealed in any motor vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
The state preempts all firearm laws in the state and local authorities can’t have Laws/Ordinances
that conflict with those state laws.

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must provide proof of firearm training. Any 1 of the following qualifies: An
unrevoked permit from another state, proof of military or law enforcement training, WI
Department of Justice Firearm Safety Course, Any firearm safety course taught by a nationally
certified instructor (IE NRA or similar). NOTE: ALL the classes we teach and advertise on
ConcealedCarry.com qualify.

WISCONSIN

WISCONSIN

OPEN CARRY

Unrestricted in most public areas

DUTY TO NOTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
Only when asked by the officer

STATE PARKS
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is lawful

RESTAURANTS SERVING ALCOHOL
You may not carry in any portion of an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic liquor and
malt beverages for consumption on the premises, which portion of the establishment is primarily
devoted to that purpose. So in other words... avoid the bar or part of any establishment primary
meant for alcohol service/consumption.

FIREARMS AT COLLEGES
Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS

PERMIT ISSUING AUTHORITY
County Sheriff Office

MAY/SHALL ISSUE
Shall Issue

LENGTH OF PERMIT VALIDITY
5 years

PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS
Fill out online application and then appear at your local sheriff office.

N0N-RESIDENT PERMITS
Not Available

RESIDENT RECIPROCITY

In vehicle is lawful for WY permittees only

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS
No Restrictions

SUPPRESSOR OWNERSHIP
Lawful

VEHICLE POSSESSION BY NON-PERMITEES
Non-residents may carry loaded firearms in plain view or secured in gun cases
anywhere in the vehicle.

FIREARM LAW UNIFORMITY
Uniform throughout State

PERMIT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
None

WYOMING

WYOMING

OPEN CARRY

Alaska: Allowed by state law.
Arizona: Unrestricted under state law in most public areas.
Arkansas: There is some debate. A recent A.G. opinion asserts that one
may open carry while on foot as long as one does not intend to use the
handgun to commit a criminal offense.
California: Prohibited in all public areas.
Colorado: Permitted by state but some local jurisdictions may have restrictions.

Idaho: Unrestricted in most public areas
Illinois: Prohibited
Indiana: Open carry allowed only with permit
Iowa: Open carry allowed only with permit
Kansas: Unrestricted in most public areas
Kentucky: Unrestricted in most public areas
Louisiana: Unrestricted in most public areas
Maine: Unrestricted in most public areas
Maryland: Open carry allowed only with permit

Connecticut: Permitted if licensed

Massachusetts: Open carry allowed only with permit

Delaware: Permitted however local ordinances may exist.

Michigan: Unrestricted in most public areas

District of Columbia: No open carry permitted

Minnesota: Open carry allowed only with permit

Florida: Open carry is not legal in Florida except for a person engaged
in fishing, camping, or lawful hunting or going to or returning from a
fishing, camping, or lawful hunting expedition. [790.053, 790.25]

Mississippi: Unrestricted in most public areas

Georgia: Open carry allowed only with permit

Montana: Unrestricted in most public areas

Hawaii: Open carry allowed only with permit

Missouri: Unrestricted in most public areas

OPEN CARRY

OPEN CARRY

Alabama: Legal while on foot in most public areas. Open carry on private property requires a carry license or consent from the property owner. Also all persons are prohibited from carrying firearms at or near a
public demonstration.

Rhode Island: Open carry allowed only with permit

Nevada: Legal

South Carolina: Prohibited in public areas

New Hampshire: Unrestricted in most public areas

South Dakota: Unrestricted in most public areas

New Jersey: Open carry allowed only with permit

Tennessee: Open carry allowed only with permit

New Mexico: Unrestricted in most public areas

Texas: Legal with License to Carry.

New York: Prohibited by law
North Carolina: Unrestricted in most public areas

Utah: Legal if the handgun is deemed unloaded. Utah’s definition of
unloaded is that there be no round in the firing position and at least two
mechanical movements to fire.

North Dakota: Open carry allowed only with permit

Vermont: Unrestricted in most public areas

Ohio: Not allowed in a motor vehicle / motorcycle.

Virginia: Unrestricted in most public areas

Oklahoma: Open carry allowed only with permit

Washington: Unrestricted under state law in most public places

Oregon: No state restrictions

West Virginia: Unrestricted in most public areas

Pennsylvania: Outside of Philadelphia, there is no law preventing open
carry. However Opiate Emergency declaration might now restrict carry. Title 18 of state statutes states that “No person shall carry a firearm
upon the public streets or upon any public property during an emergency proclaimed by a State or municipal governmental executive,”

Wisconsin: No legal prohibition. Open carry is legal in places that aren’t otherwise prohibited.
Wyoming: Unrestricted in most public areas

OPEN CARRY
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Nebraska: Unrestricted in most public areas

Idaho: Only when asked by the officer

Alaska: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

Illinois: Only when asked by the officer

Arizona: Only when asked by the officer
Arkansas: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

Indiana: Only when asked by the officer
Iowa: Only when asked by the officer
Kansas: Only when asked by the officer

California: Varies by county or city

Kentucky: Only when asked by the officer

Colorado: Only when asked by the officer

Louisiana: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

Connecticut: Only when asked by the officer
Delaware: Only when asked by the officer

Maine: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

District of Columbia: Only when asked by the officer

Maryland: Only when asked by the officer

Florida: Only when asked by the officer

Massachusetts: Only when asked by the officer

Georgia: No duty to inform

Michigan: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

Hawaii: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

Minnesota: Only when asked by the officer
Mississippi: Only when asked by the officer
Missouri: Only when asked by the officer
Montana: Only when asked by the officer

DUTY TO NOTIFY LEO

DUTY TO NOTIFY LEO

Alabama: Only when asked by the officer

Rhode Island: Required by law to notify the officer upon official
contact or when ID requested

Nevada: Only when asked by the officer

South Carolina: Required by law to notify the officer upon official
contact or when ID requested

New Hampshire: Only when asked by the officer
New Jersey: Only when asked by the officer
New Mexico: Only when asked by the officer
New York: Varies by city/county
North Carolina: Required by law to notify the officer upon official
contact or when ID requested
North Dakota: Only when asked by the officer
Ohio: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested
Oklahoma: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact
or when ID requested
Oregon: Only when asked by the officer
Pennsylvania: Not required by law to notify the officer upon official
contact or when ID requested.

South Dakota: Only when asked by the officer
Tennessee: Only when asked by the officer
Texas: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested
Utah:

Only when asked by the officer

Vermont: No duty to notify
Virginia: Only when asked by the officer
Washington: Only when asked by the officer
West Virginia: Only when asked by the officer
Wisconsin: Only when asked by the officer
Wyoming: Only when asked by the officer

DUTY TO NOTIFY LEO
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Nebraska: Required by law to notify the officer upon official contact or
when ID requested

Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is

Alaska:

Any non-felon may carry a firearm for self-defense

Arizona:
allowed

Concealed Handgun carry by recognized permittees

Arkansas: Recognized permitees may carry in open areas but not in any
govt buildings.
California: Firearms must be cased, unloaded and kept within a
vehicle or campsite.

Idaho: Concealed Handgun carry by recognized permittee allowed
Illinois: Permittees may carry in most outdoor areas
Indiana: Permitted by those with honored permits
Iowa:

Permitted for those with honored and valid permits.

Kansas: Lawful for citizens 21 yrs or older
Kentucky: Concealed carry by recognized permittees is permitted.
Louisiana: Concealed Carry by those with recognized permits is lawful

Colorado: No prohibitions

Maine: Concealed Carry with recognized permit is lawful

Connecticut: Firearms prohibited

Maryland: Prohibited

Delaware: Prohibited

Massachusetts: Concealed Carry Handgun lawful by Massachusetts
permittees

District of Columbia: There are no state parks in DC
Florida: Concealed carry by permittees is permitted.
Georgia: Permitted by those with recognized permits
Hawaii: Firearms must remain cased, unloaded and stowed in a vehicle.

Michigan:
lawful

Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is

Minnesota: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permitees
allowed
Mississippi: Concealed Carry handguns lawful by those with permits or
exercising constitutional carry rights
Missouri: Concealed carry handguns lawful by those with recognized
permits.
Montana: Recognized permittees may carry concealed handguns

CARRY IN STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS
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Alabama:
permitted

Recognized permittees may carry concealed handguns

Nevada: Concealed handgun carry lawful by recognized permittees
New Hampshire: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees
and those exercising constitutional carry permitted
New Jersey: Firearms possession or use is prohibited
New Mexico: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is
lawful
New York: Prohibited
North Carolina: Concealed handgun carry be recognized permittees is
lawful
North Dakota: Concealed handgun carry by those with recognized
permits is lawful
Ohio: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees in outdoor areas is allowed. Open carry is also recognized in outdoor areas.
Oklahoma: Recognized permittees may carry in open areas.
Oregon:

Oregon permittees may carry concealed handguns in parks.

Pennsylvania: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees in
outdoor areas is allowed

Rhode Island: Carry in prohibited. Firearms must be unloaded and
cased in vehicle.
South Carolina:
South Dakota:
permittees
Tennessee:
lawful

Concealed Carry by recognized licenses permitted
Concealed handgun carry lawful by recognized

Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is

Texas: Concealed carry by permittees allowed.
Utah:
Concealed handgun carry by those with honored/recognized
permits is allowed
Vermont: Concealed handgun carry by any non-felon permitted.
Virginia:
lawful

Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is

Washington: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permit
holders is allowed
West Virginia: Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees
lawful
Wisconsin:
Wyoming:
lawful

No restriction
Concealed handgun carry by recognized permittees is

CARRY IN STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS
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Nebraska:

Idaho:

Alaska: A person commits the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree if the person knowingly possesses a loaded
firearm on the person in any place where intoxicating liquor is sold for
consumption on the premises; HOWEVER, one is exempt if one is at a
restaurant and did not consume intoxicating liquor at the place.

Illinois: Permittees may carry in dining areas

Arizona: Only permittees may carry if the establishment doesn’t post a
restriction. These restrictions have the force of law.

Kansas: Not restricted unless premises is “posted”

Arkansas: You may not carry in a bar. Restaurants are ok and are defined in 3-5-1202 as places where complete meals are actually and regularly served and have a seating capacity of at least 50 people and have
capacity to serve suitable food for its guests.

No restriction by state law

Indiana:
Iowa:

No specific restriction

No specific restriction

Kentucky:

No specific restriction.

Louisiana:

No specific restriction.

Maine: Concealed Carry lawful if not posted otherwise

California: No specific restriction

Maryland: No specific restriction.

Colorado: No specific restriction

Massachusetts: No specific restriction.

Connecticut: No specific restriction

Michigan:

Delaware: No specific restriction

Minnesota: No specific restriction.

District of Columbia: No specific restriction

Mississippi: No specific restriction.

Florida: Some dining areas may be allowed but establishments that
primarily serve alcohol or bars are prohibited.

Missouri: No specific restriction.

Georgia:

No specific restriction

Hawaii: No specific restriction

No specific restriction.

Montana: Concealed Carry Prohibited

CARRY IN RESTAURANTS WITH ALCOHOL
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Alabama: No specific restriction

No specific restriction

Rhode Island:

No restrictions

Nevada: No specific restriction

South Carolina:

New Hampshire:

South Dakota: You may not carry in any licensed alcoholic beverage
establishment that derives over one-half of its total income from the
sale of malt or alcoholic beverages (23-7-8.1)

No restrictions

New Jersey: No restrictions

No specific restriction.

New Mexico: Firearms in establishments that have a license for the
dispensing of alcoholic beverages are unlawful, UNLESS you have a
valid permit and the restaurant derives no less than sixty percent of
it’s annual revenue from the sale of food AND they sell only beer and
wine... no hard liquor.

Tennessee:

New York: No restriction

Utah:

North Carolina: Those with permits may carry in establishments that
serve alcohol.

Vermont: No restriction

North Dakota: You may only have a firearm in an establishment that
sells alcohol if in the part of a restaurant that permits those under the
age of 21. 62.1-02-04
Ohio: You can carry in an establishment that serves alcohol if you are
not consuming.
Oklahoma: Those with valid CHLs may carry into any establishment
“where the sale of low-point beer or alcoholic beverages does not
constitute the primary purpose of the business.”
Oregon:

No specific regulation. Same as any other private property.

Pennsylvania: No restrictions

No specific restriction

Texas: You may not carry into a premise that has a liquor license and
derives 51 percent or more of its income from the sale or service of
alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption.
No specific restriction

Virginia: No restriction as long as you don’t consume any alcohol
Washington:

No specific restrictions

West Virginia: No restriction
Wisconsin:
property.

No statewide restriction. Same as any other private

Wyoming: You may not carry in any portion of an establishment
licensed to dispense alcoholic liquor and malt beverages for
consumption on the premises, which portion of the establishment is
primarily devoted to that purpose. So in other words... avoid the bar or
part of any establishment primary meant for alcohol
service/consumption.

CARRY IN RESTAURANTS WITH ALCOHOL
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Nebraska:

Iowa: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

Alaska: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

Kansas: Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/
who carries

Arizona: Guns may be in vehicles on school campuses. As to campus
carry, schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Arkansas: Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/
who carries.
California: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
Colorado: Concealed carry allowed by law
Connecticut: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Delaware: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
District of Columbia: Prohibited by law even in a vehicle.
Florida: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots
Georgia: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots
Hawaii: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Idaho: Concealed carry allowed by law
Illinois: Permittees may have a firearm in the vehicle but this is subject
to college specific policies. Concealed carry on campus prohibited by
law.
Indiana: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

Kentucky: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots
Louisiana: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
Maine: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Maryland: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Massachusetts: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
Michigan: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
Minnesota: Public postsecondary educational institutions are not authorized to prohibit the lawful carrying or possession of firearms by
members of the public who are neither their students nor their employees. See Minn. Stat. § 624.714, subd. 18(b)
Mississippi: Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries
Missouri: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
Montana: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

CAMPUS CARRY
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Alabama: Subject to college administrative policy

Rhode Island: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

Nevada: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.

South Carolina: Allowed by permittee in closed compartment within
vehicle

New Hampshire: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
New Jersey: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
New Mexico: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
New York: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
North Carolina: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking
lots
North Dakota: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking
lots
Ohio: Forbidden unless permitted or you are in the process of locking
it in your car
Oklahoma: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots
Oregon: Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/
who carries
Pennsylvania: No general firearms prohibition that applies to colleges
and universities in PA. The law allows each institution to decide what
rules to implement. However, many state universities lifted complete
bans they once had in place. Instead, permit those with License to Carry
Firearms to carry, at least in some places on campus.

South Dakota: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Tennessee: Concealed carry allowed by law
Texas: Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who
carries
Utah: Concealed carry allowed by law
Vermont: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Virginia: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Washington: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
West Virginia: Schools individually decide the weapons policy.
Wisconsin: Concealed guns allowed by law, but schools limit locations/who carries
Wyoming: Concealed guns on campus prohibited by law.
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Nebraska: Concealed guns allowed only in locked cars in parking lots

Subject to policy enforcement by local school boards.

Idaho: Idaho permittee may have a loaded handgun in the vehicle only

Alaska: Alaska permittee must unload and encase gun.

Illinois: Permittee may have loaded handgun in vehicle.

Arizona: Permittees may have unloaded handguns in vehicles only.

Indiana:
permit.

Arkansas: Arkansas permittee w/loaded handgun lawful in car only.
California: Firearms must be unloaded and in locked cases within a
vehicle.
Colorado: Firearms permitted in vehicle only and when vehicle is not
occupied the firearm must be within a compartment and the vehicle
must be locked
Connecticut: Firearms prohibited even in vehicles
Delaware: With valid permit, loaded handgun is lawful in the vehicle
only

Loaded handgun in vehicle only and only with Indiana

Iowa: Unloaded handgun may be stowed in locked container of
passenger compartment or truck of vehicle only.
Kansas: Kansas permittee with loaded handgun lawful in vehicle only.
Kentucky: Those with a KY permit may have a loaded handgun in the
vehicle only.
Louisiana: Louisiana permittee may have a loaded handgun in the
vehicle only.
Maine: Firearm possession fully prohibited

District of Columbia: Prohibited by law even in a vehicle.

Maryland: Prohibited

Florida: Prohibited by most districts

Massachusetts: Prohibited

Georgia: Those with Georgia permits may have loaded handguns in
vehicles only.

Michigan: Loaded handgun in vehicle only lawful for Michigan
permittees

Hawaii: Lawful in vehicle with Hawaii permit.

Minnesota: Ok to keep loaded handgun in trunk or rear storage area
of vehicle if you have a recognized permit.
Mississippi: Mississippi permit holder who is a non-student may have
loaded handgun in vehicle only.
Missouri: Loaded handguns in vehicles only lawful for Missouri
permittees

FIREARMS AT K-12 SCHOOLS
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Alabama:

Nebraska: Nebraska permittee may have a loaded handgun in the
vehicle only
Nevada:You may not have a firearm (not even in a vehicle) absent
written permission from authorities.
New Hampshire: New Hampshire permittee may have loaded gun in
vehicle only.

Pennsylvania: PA prohibits possession of a firearm (including handguns
and long guns) “in the buildings of, on the grounds of, or in any
conveyance providing transportation to or from any school grounds
except universities.
Rhode Island: RI permittees may have loaded handgun in vehicle only.
South Carolina: SC permitee may have loaded handgun secured in
closed glove compartment console or trunk.
South Dakota: Prohibited

New Jersey: Prohibited

Tennessee: TN permittee may carry loaded handgun in vehicle only

New Mexico: NM permittees may have a loaded handgun in the
vehicle only.

Texas: Permittees allowed to have handgun in vehicle.

New York: Prohibited
North Carolina: NC permit holder may have loaded handgun in
vehicle only. Private schools may still prohibit all firearm possession.
North Dakota: ND permittee with loaded handgun lawful in vehicle
only and some localities may have more restrictive policies
Ohio: As a licensee, you may have a concealed handgun in a school
safety zone if you leave the handgun in the motor vehicle, the handgun
does not leave the vehicle and, if you leave the vehicle, you lock the
vehicle
Oklahoma: OK Permittees may have loaded handguns in the vehicle
only.
Oregon: Loaded handguns allowed in vehicles ONLY if you have an
Oregon permit.

Utah: No restrictions for permittees
Vermont: Unloaded firearms in locked cases in vehicles only.
Virginia: VA permittee with loaded handgun in vehicle only. If you
leave the vehicle the firearm must be unloaded and cased.
Washington: Washington permittee with handgun is lawful when
picking up or dropping off a student
West Virginia: WV permittee with loaded handgun in vehicle ONLY
lawful; permittee must be at least 21 and lock gun in secure compartment when car is unoccupied.
Wisconsin: Wisconsin permittee must unload and encase gun
Wyoming: In vehicle is lawful for WY permittees only
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Montana: Montana permittee with loaded handgun in vehicle only is
lawful but localities have power to regulate this further.

Idaho: No restrictions

Alaska: Limitations No restrictions

Illinois: FOID card required and restrictions may apply on magazines
in some local jurisdictions

Arizona: No restrictions
Arkansas: No restrictions
California: Magazines with capacity over 10 may not be imported/
brought into the state
Colorado: Citizens may not acquire a magazine that holds more than
15 rounds
Connecticut: Magazines with capacity over 10 must be registered
Delaware: No restrictions
District of Columbia: Magazines with capacity greater than 10 are not
lawful

Indiana: No restrictions
Iowa: No restrictions
Kansas: No restrictions
Kentucky: No restrictions
Louisiana: No restrictions
Maine: No restrictions
Maryland: The sell or acquisition of magazines with capacity greater
than 10 is not lawful.

Florida: No restrictions

Massachusetts: The sale, transfer, or new acquisition of magazines with
a capacity greater than 10 rounds is unlawful.

Georgia: No restrictions

Michigan: No restrictions

Hawaii: Handgun magazines with capacity greater than 10 rounds are
not lawful

Minnesota: No restrictions
Mississippi: No restrictions
Missouri: No restrictions
Montana: No restrictions

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

Alabama: Limitations No restrictions

Rhode Island: No restrictions

Nevada: No restrictions

South Carolina: No restrictions

New Hampshire: No restrictions

South Dakota: No restrictions

New Jersey: Magazines with a capacity greater than 15 rounds are
illegal

Tennessee: No restrictions

New Mexico: No restrictions
New York: Magazines with a capacity greater than 10 rounds are illegal.

Texas: No restrictions
Utah: No restrictions
Vermont: No restrictions

North Carolina: No restrictions

Virginia: No restrictions

North Dakota: No restrictions

Washington: No restrictions

Ohio: No restrictions

West Virginia: No restrictions

Oklahoma: No restrictions

Wisconsin: No restrictions

Oregon: No state restrictions

Wyoming: No restrictions

Pennsylvania: No restrictions

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

MAGAZINE CAPACITY LIMITATIONS

Nebraska: No restrictions

Montana: Lawful

Arizona: Ownership lawful.

Nevada: Lawful

Alaska: Lawful
Arkansas:

Lawful

Nebraska: Lawful
New Hampshire: Lawful

California: Prohibited

New Jersey: Prohibited

Connecticut: Lawful

New York: Prohibited

District of Columbia: Unlawful

North Dakota: Lawful

Georgia: Lawful

Oklahoma: Lawful

Idaho: No state restrictions

Pennsylvania: Legal if all NFA requirements are met.

Indiana: Lawful

South Carolina: Ownership lawful.

Kansas: Lawful

Tennessee: Lawful

Louisiana: Lawful

Utah: Lawful

Maryland: Lawful

Virginia: Lawful

Michigan:Lawful

West Virginia: Lawful

Mississippi: Lawful

Wyoming: Lawful

Colorado: No state restrictions

New Mexico: Lawful

Delaware: Prohibited

North Carolina: Lawful

Florida: Lawful

Ohio: No state restrictions

Hawaii: Prohibited

Oregon: No state restrictions

Illinois: Prohibited

Rhode Island: Prohibited

Iowa: Lawful

South Dakota: Lawful

Kentucky: Lawful

Texas: No restrictions

Maine: Lawful

Vermont: Lawful

Massachusetts: Prohibited

Washington: Lawful

Minnesota: Lawful

Wisconsin: Lawful when in compliance with federal law

Missouri: Lawful

SUPRESSOR OWNERSHIP

SUPRESSOR OWNERSHIP

Alabama: Lawful

I’ve checked a fair number of firearms in the last decade onto
flights. In one year alone I boarded 99 planes and have personally visited all but 4 US states. To make this web page as
efficient as possible for all readers I’m providing short links to
allow you to jump directly to any specific topic or the video
summary at the bottom.
What The Federal Law Says
From the TSA website here is the summary:
“You may transport unloaded firearms in a locked hard-sided container as checked baggage only. Declare the firearm
and/or ammunition to the airline when checking your bag at
the ticket counter. The container must completely secure the
firearm from being accessed. Locked cases that can be easily opened are not permitted. Be aware that the container the
firearm was in when purchased may not adequately secure
the firearm when it is transported in checked baggage.”
Like most legal questions the devil is often in the details so
the rest of this article we will try to address the specific elements one by one and also add some cautionary thoughts
about the tendency and ability for individual airports and
airlines to have their own laws or policies above and beyond
the TSA guidelines.

Checked vs. Carry-On
Firearms AND ammunition may only be transported in
checked luggage. That means they will never go through
a security checkpoint with you. To try to take a firearm, firearm parts, or ammunition through a security checkpoint on
your person or in carry-on luggage is illegal and can result in
criminal charges.
Each year thousands of firearms are discovered at security
checkpoints in America. According to the TSA official blog,
4,239 firearms were discovered in carry-on luggage last year.
Don’t be one of those people who forget that your firearm is
in your bag. (One of the reasons we recommend having a dedicated
range bag.)
The Check-In Process & Declaration
Declare the firearm and/or ammunition to the airline when
checking your bag at the ticket counter.
You are required to inform the airline that you are checking
a firearm by law EACH TIME you check the bag even if you
are checking in for a return flight from which you previously
declared it. This should be done at the ticket counter where
you checkin, check your bags, and often retrieve your boarding pass. If you checked in from a mobile app or your home
computer you will still need to go to this counter (specific to
airline) and dump your bags. That is where you need to do
your firearm declaration.
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Air Travel

That said you should know that I’ve never once had an airline
employee so much as bat an eye at my firearm declaration.
This is in part because I avoid airports where I know there is
going to be a conflict (more on that below) but for the majority of airports in gun friendly states you should expect that
they have a process in place and the airline employees are
accustomed to following that process and will not get hysterical about the situation.
What can you expect next?
Most airlines have a small paper tag that has a legal disclaimer they will ask you to read and sign. This tag is often
then placed in the luggage with the firearm. Sometimes I’ve
had airline employees ask to see the actual firearm itself and
ask me to place the tag in direct contact with the firearm but
those are the outliers. More often they just ask to see the “secure container” and ask me to put the paper tag near or on
the container within the luggage itself.
At this point I find one of the 3 following scenarios takes
place:

1) The airline employee takes the luggage with the secured
firearm inside of it and places it with all the other checked
bags behind the ticket counter. No big deal.
2) The airport policy is such that an airport or airline employee takes your special bag to a specific TSA office or checkpoint and ask you to wait on standby while they scan and inspect your bag. Once complete the bag is taken to be added
to the rest of the checked bags.
3) The airport policy requires that you personally take the
bag to an onsite TSA office or checkpoint and remain present
while it is scanned and inspected.
If you have ever experienced something different please let
me know in the comments below.
What Qualifies as Unloaded?
Where the TSA says the firearm must be unloaded they
mean:
As defined by 49 CFR 1540.5 a loaded firearm has a live
round of ammunition, or any component thereof, in the
chamber or cylinder or in a magazine inserted in the firearm.
So ensure your firearm is fully empty and devoid of any live
ammunition in any place or form.
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I’m in the habit of using language that is unassuming and
not confrontational. I generally say: “I need to complete
a firearm declaration.” I would avoid “I have a gun and I
need to check it” or “There is a gun in my bag, can I check
it please?” My gut feeling is that you don’t want to lead with
something that informs them you have a gun as this could
create an emotional response.

then it doesn’t fly.

The TSA uses this language:

2) The container must be hard-sided. I’ve always taken this to
mean (and have never had any information or experience to
suggest otherwise) that any hard plastic or metal case qualifies as “hard-sided” but a soft case does not. If you could cut
it open with a decent knife it probably doesn’t qualify and
will not fly.

“The container must completely secure the firearm from being accessed. Locked cases that can be easily opened are
not permitted. Be aware that the container the firearm was
in when purchased may not adequately secure the firearm
when it is transported in checked baggage.”

3) The container must be locked. Any type of lock can qualify
including, digital keypads, biometric, key, and combination
locks.
Only the passenger should retain the key or combination to
the lock unless TSA personnel request the key to open the
firearm container to ensure compliance with TSA regulations. You may use any brand or type of lock to secure your
firearm case, including TSA-recognized locks.
You CAN but do not need to use a TSA Lock. I personally do
not recommend using a TSA lock as I prefer to be the ONLY
person able to access the firearm. I’m sure TSA employees
are generally trustworthy but more than a few have been
fired and criminally charged for stealing from passengers.

There are essentially 3 requirements:
1) The container must completely secure the firearm from being accessed. If it can be easily forced open or if the firearm
could somehow be accessed without opening the container

In the case of a smaller secure container that is in a bag or
other piece of luggage (as opposed to a rifle case that is its
own piece of luggage), you can lock the bag itself but would
need to use a TSA lock on the bag. People often ask me if
the bag will then be marked, flagged, or treated/handled
differently than other checked bags. The answer is no and
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What Qualifies as A Secure / Locked Container?

I personally use a steel lock box that is slim and doesn’t take
up much space. Here is a video where I compare the two models I
recommend.
What Is The Deal With My Ammo?
Ammunition is prohibited in carry-on baggage, but may be
transported in checked baggage. Firearm magazines and
ammunition clips, whether loaded or empty, must be securely boxed or included within a hard-sided case containing an
unloaded firearm. Small arms ammunition, including ammunition not exceeding .75 caliber and shotgun shells of any
gauge, may be carried in the same hard-sided case as the
firearm.

loaded or empty.
That said a box of ammunition can be but is not required to
be in that same locked container. It can be elsewhere in the
checked luggage.
Further according to 49 CFR 175.10 the ammunition must
be secured packed in boxes or other packaging specifically
designed to carry small amounts of ammunition. A sock full
of loose rounds or even just one loose round at the bottom
of your bag is a deal breaker and will not fly. All ammunition
must be securely packed. Best to just keep the ammo in the
container it came in when you bought it.
Individual airlines may have limits on how much ammunition
you can check (generally by the pound).
What Qualifies as A Firearm That Has to Be Checked?
The ATF controls what is defined as a firearm or not and
there isn’t a simple definition I can share here. On a case by
case basis, the ATF points at something and says yes that is
or no that is not a firearm. If it can fire a projectile with some
sort of powder-based charge or propulsion I would say for
our purposes you should assume it is a firearm and needs to
be checked following all of these procedures.

So essentially if you have magazines, clips, or speed loaders
they need to be within the SAME locked and secured container as your unloaded firearm. It doesn’t matter if they are

Also, note that I am not clear about the policy relating to
certain firearm parts. The TSA does explicitly say that optics
(scopes etc) are ok in carry-on bags but they are not specific
about what gun parts would and would not be ok. I would
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frankly that is better. TSA and baggage handlers would be
more tempted to steal your bag and gun if they knew which
bags had guns.

However, it doesn’t stop there. The TSA also states:
“Replica firearms, including firearm replicas that are toys, may
be transported in checked baggage only.”
Now to be clear they do NOT say that replicas, training guns,
or toy guns have to be declared, secured, and transported
following all the above procedures we just reviewed but I
would always err on the side of caution. Your airsoft, SIRT,
laser gun, training gun, blue gun, water pistol, or other replicas should NEVER go in a carry-on and you should use your
best judgment when deciding if it needs to be declared
and/or secured in the checked luggage.
Domestic vs. International vs. Private
Everything on this webpage is really a discussion about domestic commercial flights in the US. A flight that originates
in the US, requires going through a TSA security checkpoint
and ends in the US.
According to the TSA If you are traveling internationally with
a firearm in checked baggage, please check the U.S. Customs and Border Protection website for information and requirements prior to travel.
Based on my limited experience and research checking a
handgun on your flight to Canada, Mexico or another coun-

try is probably a lot of difficult paperwork that may not even
been approved. Long guns are generally easier to get approved especially in countries that have a thriving hunting
industry. More information on that can be found here.
Private air travel on private planes/jets is regulated differently than commercial travel. I know many people who have private jets and keep them in private hangers that they either
lease or own. There are still federal regulations that relate to
these planes but one doesn’t go through a traditional TSA
checkpoint for most of these flights and firearms are often
allowed.
Individual Airports & Airlines Have Their Own Rules &
Laws
All airlines and airports are required to comply with TSA
guidelines but they can also have their own rules and regulations.
Airports themselves are generally owned and operated by a
city or county government. Even though the TSA may regulate the travel and have TSA personnel on site, the laws that
apply at and in that airport will be determined and reflected
based on the laws of that local jurisdiction. This means that
the City of Denver makes the laws that matter at Denver International Airport… not Homeland Security.
There are airports that have added enough red tape to the
process of checking a firearm so as to make it virtually impossible to do legally. I am choosing at this time to not pro-
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always err on the side of caution and not try to carry on any
firearm part.

Beware of flight changes and rerouting. I had an incident in
2017 when my flight out of Manchester NH was cancelled
and Delta decided to pay to send all the passengers via taxi
down to Boston International. I had checked on the rules and
laws for the airport in Manchester but knew enough about
Boston to know that was going to be a problem. As the Delta
employee tried to hand me my taxi voucher I said I could not
fly out of Boston. When she asked why not I simply said: “I’m
checking firearms.” She didn’t bat an eye and immediately
changed out the taxi voucher for a hotel voucher and put me
on an outbound flight from Manchester the next morning.
Back in 2015, I recall a news story in which a passenger flying from Florida to Pennsylvania was rerouted to a NYC airport for some reason. He had to exit the airport to stay in a
hotel and when he returned the following day to check in for
his flight out of NYC he was arrested when he tried to check
his firearm the same way he had in Florida.
So be sure to check before you fly.

Article 926A of the Firearm Owner
Protection Act (FOPA)
The world is a small place and gun owners like to travel as
much as anyone else. Traversing the roadways of America
does, however, create some complications when you choose
to travel with a firearm.
In this article, I’m going to briefly discuss concepts of reciprocity but primarily focus on article 926A of the Firearm
Owner Protection Act and its application in transporting firearms across different state lines.
Starting With The Reciprocity Map
Most gun owners with concealed carry permits understand
the general idea of reciprocity. Each state independently decides what other state permits they will choose to “honor” in
their own state. Some states honor all permits. Some states
honor no permits. Some states pick and choose based on
their own criteria.
When you hit the roadways the first step is checking the reciprocity map that reflects what states honor your concealed
carry permit(s). Our map builder is (I’m a little biased) the best
tool on the internet. You can input any combination of resident and non-resident permits and it will output a green
and red map. The Green states honor your permit and thus
will allow you to do anything that they would allow their own
residents with their state permit to do.
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vide a comprehensive list as it can change and I run a serious risk of leaving several out. The takeaway is to always call/
check with that airport and airline before arriving at the airport with your firearm in tow.

OPTION 1: Research and become compliant with each individual state’s firearm laws as you pass through them. It is a
challenge to be sure. You can look online to find the statutes
and attempt to interpret them. Consult legal counsel if necessary. You can contact a state police or state patrol and ask
them for information. This option not only requires a decent
amount of work but it can leave you without 100% certainty
that you are fully clear on and in compliance with the state’s
laws. Tools such as our mobile app and The Travelers Guide law
book contain good state legal summaries that can help with
that research required.
Click here to use our map builder
Ok, But What About The Red States
The states that do NOT honor your permit/license treat you
the same as anyone in their state that does NOT have a valid
permit. What does that ultimately mean? It means that each
state is different and has different laws that govern what you
can do with a gun and where you can have it and how you

OPTION 2: Meet the requirements outlined in Article 926A
of the Firearm Owner Protection Act, which is a federal law
that protects your ability to travel across state lines with a
firearm which is our main point of discussion.
How To Travel Using 926A As Your Legal Method
The Federal Firearm Owner Protection Act was passed in
1986 to address the abuses of the Gun Control Act of 1968.
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can transport it in that state. This essentially leaves you with
two options:

“Notwithstanding any other provision of any law or any rule
or regulation of a State or any political subdivision thereof,
any person who is not otherwise prohibited by this chapter
from transporting, shipping, or receiving a firearm shall be
entitled to transport a firearm for any lawful purpose from any
place where he may lawfully possess and carry such firearm
to any other place where he may lawfully possess and carry
such firearm if, during such transportation the firearm is unloaded, and neither the firearm nor any ammunition being
transported is readily accessible or is directly accessible from
the passenger compartment of such transporting vehicle:
Provided, That in the case of a vehicle without a compartment
separate from the driver’s compartment the firearm or ammunition shall be contained in a locked container other than the
glove compartment or console.”
So essentially you can transport any firearm from anywhere
you can have it to anywhere you can legally have it if you
meet the following conditions:
1) You are not otherwise prohibited from transporting, shipping, or receiving a firearm. Those who are prohibited probably already know it. So if you don’t think this applies to you
and you haven’t been convicted of a felony … you are probably good!
2) You are transporting a firearm. Transporting is a keyword in this provision. This law doesn’t apply to someone
who drives into New York City and stays there for 2 weeks

on business or vacation. That isn’t “transporting” a firearm
through New York State. It is generally accepted and believed in the industry that reasonable stops such as filling up
with gas or eating a meal while traveling through a state still
meet the requirements of “transporting.”
3) You and transporting the firearm for a “Lawful Purpose.”
If you are on your way to a different state to commit a crime
then this provision can’t apply to you.
4) During the transportation:
a) The firearm is unloaded. That means there is no ammunition in the firearm.
b) Both the firearm and any ammunition are NOT readily accessible or directly accessible from the passenger compartment of the transporting vehicle. This can
be done by completely removing the firearm from the
passenger compartment by placing them in the trunk or
some other separate compartment. This can also be done
by placing the firearm such within the passenger compartment that it could not be readily accessed by any of
the passengers.
- In the case that your vehicle doesn’t have a compartment separate from the driver’s compartment the
firearm or ammunition shall be contained in a locked
container OTHER THAN the glove compartment or
console.
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Among its many provisions is article 926A which states:

So What Does This Ultimately Mean
If you are traveling through states that otherwise don’t honor
your permit(s) then you can either attempt to research and
follow that state’s law relative to the transporting and vehicle
possession of a firearm or you can just follow the requirements of 926A which you know protect you anywhere.
**A Warning. While the Firearm Owner Protection Act does
exist and does provide you with these protections, that
doesn’t mean that every local officer in every local state is
aware of and fully clear on article 926A. Officers are going to
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act based on the laws they are aware of and if you end up in
a legal incident you may have to fight your way up the court
system to be able to use 926A in your defense. If that happens you might be grateful to have some form of self-defense
insurance.

You need a good way to secure the firearm in the vehicle
simply because you will go places where you can either NOT
have your firearm with you or you will be required to transport it in a secure way. Examples include:
• The Post Office and any other Federal Building or Secure
Area
• Schools (Local Law Depending Of Course)
• Other Gun Free Zones
• When transporting through states that do not honor your
permit(s)
Gun free zones, legally imposed or otherwise, are common
places where you may need to disarm before entering a
building or property. Perhaps your employer doesn’t allow
firearms, you have to serve on a jury at the local courthouse,
or you need to enter your kid’s school to talk to a teacher. In
each of these situations (local law depending) you will likely
have to disarm and leave your firearm in the vehicle.
In addition, as you likely are aware, despite any local laws
Article 926A of FOPA grants you the right nationwide to transport a firearm through any state so long as it is properly secured and/or not readily accessible. (More information about
926A here) When you travel through a state that doesn’t honor your permit you need to secure your firearm to be in compliance with 926A.

How Not to Secure the Firearm In the Car
DO NOT:
•
•
•
•
•

Shove your gun under the seat
Stick it in the Glove Box (locked or otherwise)
Put it in the console
Leave it visible
Secure it in the trunk

I know gun owners who exit their vehicle, open the trunk of
the car, and then disarm as discretely as possible into the
trunk of the car. While secure, this is a bad practice. You are
less likely to remember to rearm when you return to the car,
and bystanders are more likely to discern or see your firearm.
Why Not the Console or Glove Box?
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Proper Vehicle Firearm Storage

You need something much better!
What Are The Best Practices and Considerations?
You need a gun safe. Something specifically designed to
protect your firearm from unauthorized users. Further down
in this article I will get more detailed about the safe itself but
first some other best practices…
Secure The Safe To The Vehicle

One of the greatest challenges of firearm security in the vehicle is the issue of securing the safe to the vehicle. The safe
doesn’t do you much good if any intruder to the vehicle can
simply grab the safe and haul it off to be forced open later
with the right tools.
The easiest way to solve this problem is with a security cable as shown in the above picture. A lot of smaller gun safes
have a small hole on the side specifically designed for being
tethered to a simple security cable.
You can secure it to the frame of the vehicle in some places
but I’ve found most vehicles have a place in the seat where
you can wrap the cable around. Seats are often extremely
difficult or even impossible to remove without specialized
tools and knowledge so they make for great anchors for
your safe’s cable.
Whatever you do to secure your safe, be sure it is effective
and practical.
Balance Accessibility
For daily use, you ideally want your secure firearm to be easily accessible. Putting the safe in the trunk or anywhere you
cannot reach from the driver’s seat is going to create some
challenges. First, you won’t be able to secure and retrieve
the firearm as discretely. Second, when you first return to
your vehicle there will be a greater delay in the time before
you are armed once again.
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A few years ago I wrote an entire article solely focused on the
reasons you should NEVER store your firearm in the glove box or
console. The short version? Criminals are most likely to look
there first for valuables if they break into the car, even when
locked the glove box is really easy to force open, and Article
926A specifically mentions the glove compartment and console as NOT qualifying as secure storage.

Ideally, you don’t want to use a firearm safe that is kept in the
vehicle such that any passerby who even glances into the
vehicle will notice the safe there. This will act as a temptation
to criminals and identify you as a gun owner to anyone who
takes a ride in your car.

Look for places (and safes) that can be discretely stored out
of sight. I have found one of the best solutions is to put the
safe under a seat.
The Best Gun Safes For Firearm Vehicle Storage
Now after reading all my ramblings above you know that
some key characteristics of a functional gun safe for the vehicle include:

Most “Clamshell” style safes fit the bill and my favorites
are the Sports Afield RV1 Lightning Safe and the Gun Vault MicroVault. They both will get the job done and they both have
some advantages over the other.
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Keep it Hidden From Plain View

• Slim Enough To Fit Under A Car Seat
• Able to Tether to a Security Cable
• Strong and Secure From Criminals and Unauthorized People

Policies of the Major US Hotel Chains

This article explores the various considerations and topics
relating to staying in and visiting hotels with personal firearms and especially concealed firearms.
Very few states have specific laws about firearms in hotels. I
looked hard and these are the only restrictions I can find:
• Maryland allows that “an innkeeper may refuse to provide
lodging or services to or may remove from a lodging establishment an individual who: the inkeeper reasonably
believes possesses property that may be dangerous to
other individuals, such as firearms or explosives.” This allows only that the hotel can remove you from the property.
• Wisconsin law prohibits handguns from hotels but the
prohibition doesn’t apply to individuals licensed to carry a
concealed weapon if the licensee is not consuming alcohol.
Now, hotels are private property and state laws generally to
some degree allow or empower private property owners to
determine and enforce any restrictions they choose. Meaning, that individual hotels have the legal authority to restrict
or prohibit firearms on their property. Depending on the
state where the hotel is located; to violate one of these restrictions may be a criminal act.

In searching the internet for firearm policies from hotels I
mostly came up short. I found a few old forums where someone had posted an email they received from Marriott that indicated Marriott doesn’t allow firearms in any of their hotels
but not only was that all I could find it also turned out to be
contrary to what Marriott told me. So I personally contacted
each of the below brands and am including the response I
received from their corporate team.
In many cases, individual hotels may have their own policies
outside of or beyond the below corporate policies.
IHG Hotels Gun Policy (Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza, Avid,
Staybridge, Candlewood, Hotel Indigio, EVEN Hotels, Kimptom, Hualuxe, Intercontinental Hotels & Resorts,
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Hotels - Policies, Laws and Best Practices

Choice Hotels Gun Policy (Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites,
Quality Inn, Sleep Inn, Clarion, Cambria Hotels, MainStay
Suites, Suburban, Econo Lodge, Rodeway Inn)
“Our hotels are individually owned and operated and required to comply with state, local and federal laws. Each hotel develops their own policies and procedures.” (Email received Aug 3rd 2018)
Marriott Gun Policy (Marriott, Ritz-Carlton, Renaissance, Delta Hotels, Autograph Collection, Courtyard, Springhill Suites,
Fairfield, Towneplace Suites, Protea Hotels, Starwood, Stregis, The Luxury Collection, Westin, Sheraton, Meriden, Tribute Portfolio, Design Hotels, aloft, Four Points, Moxy, Galord
Hotels)
“Marriott’s policy is to comply with national, state and local
laws or regulations governing firearms in the communities
where we operate. Where it is legal to carry firearms, our hotels generally allow guests to bring guns into the hotel, unless special circumstances merit an exception. Where carrying firearms is unlawful, it is of course unlawful to carry guns

Hilton Gun Policy (Waldorf Astoria, Conrad Hotels, Canopy, Hilton, Curio, DoubleTree, Tapestry Collection, Embassy
Suites, Hilton Garden Inn, Hampton, Tru, Homewood Suites,
Home2)
I tried various ways to reach Hilton to inquire about their policy. If they ever do end up getting back to me I will insert it
here. Until then I will assume that the email being shared on
various gun forums is accurate and true. It states that Hilton
Hotels do not allow anyone to possess firearms in any of their
hotels.
I found documented no-firearm policies for MGM, Wynn Resorts, and Caesars Entertainment which all have properties in
Las Vegas.
Also, Woodspring Hotels are clearly anti-gun and will “eject
guests for having any firearm regardless of license.”
There are plenty of other hotels and properties that aren’t
part of one of the above brands. I really can’t contact them
all but you can always call and ask if they have a policy before you book.
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“IHG does not have a system-wide policy regarding the ability to carry firearms on property at IHG branded hotels. Rather, we believe this decision is a local one that rests with our
franchisees, the overwhelming majority of which do not have
policies prohibiting firearms at their hotels. In those specific
instances, a guest would be advised of this policy during the
reservation process.” (Email received Aug 8th 2018)

into our hotels. Where it is unlawful to carry a gun because
alcohol is being served, we will post such restrictions if we
are required to do so by law.” (Email received Aug 3rd 2018)

Please consider the following when making hotel reservations:
• Select a hotel with electronic locks. These locks are generally changed with every stay so it’s unlikely there is a duplicate key to the room.
• Make sure the hotel rooms have a deadbolt and peephole
on the door.
• Check guest rooms and the lobby for smoke detectors
and fire sprinklers.
• Select a hotel with limited outside entrances.
• Ensure hotel personnel are trained in guest security.
• Be sure the hotel is not located in an area with a high
crime rate. Check city statistics before making a reservation.
• Ensure the parking lot is well lit. 13% of crime at hotels are
car break-ins.

near vending machines are also noisy.
Securing the Firearm In The Room
When you check into your hotel ask the front desk not to
give out your name or room number to anyone. This will limit the risk of someone who may discover you are a gun owner trying to break into your room.
There may be a number of situations in which you may need
to leave a firearm in your hotel room during a day. Perhaps
you are in Orlando and plan to spend the day at Disneyworld where no guns are allowed. So you leave it in the hotel room. You have some options.

Please consider the following when choosing a hotel room:
• Select a room between the 4th and 6th floor of the hotel.
These rooms are high enough to protect you from intruders, but low enough to be reached by an emergency fire
ladder.
• Try to avoid staying on the ground floor. If you must, try to
reserve a room with the window facing the courtyard, rather than the parking lot.
• Though rooms located next to the elevators tend to be
noisier, they are the safest. Consider that rooms located

You could use the hotel safe – Hotel safes are relatively secure. They can ALL be opened by hotel staff so you need to
consider how much you trust the hotel staff. The safe may
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Other Considerations In Picking A Hotel

of a firearm you may consider using a bedside safe then, also.
Beware Bars in Lobbies

Alternatively, you can use your own safe - When I stay in a
hotel room I either got there by plane or by car. If by car,
then I can use the same safe I keep in my car (read more
about vehicle firearm storage here). If by plane, then I can use
the same safe I used to securely transport the firearm in my
checked baggage. Either way, I’m never at a hotel without a
safe that I brought with me.
RESOURCE: Click here to learn more about the two safes I recommend for the vehicle, air travel, and thus effectively for hotel secure
storage of a firearm.
If you do use your own safe be sure to secure it to something. Use a security cable to connect it to a heavy piece of furniture or something similar so a thief can’t remove the safe
and open it later with bigger stronger tools. Both the safes I
recommend via the above link are compatible with most security cables.
Additionally, even if not leaving the firearm in the room
during the day, it is safe to assume you will have it with you
during the night while sleeping. Depending on who else is
in your room and your other feelings about nighttime storage

Many hotels have a bar in the lobby where guests can order and consume alcoholic beverages. By simply walking
through, or sitting down in that bar area you could be in violation of the law in many states. Check this webpage where
we keep an updated list of each state’s laws relating to establishments that serve alcohol: What States Prohibit Guns In
Bars?
If you want to visit the bar leave the firearm in the room. If
you are hungry or want to be in the restaurant or lobby sit in
an area away from the bar or order room service.
I have been to a few hotels where the check-in desk was ef-
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protect your firearm from the thief who breaks into the room
but less likely from the housekeeping staff. A quick search
on YouTube will show you how easy it is for unauthorized
users to break into the safe even without the hotel’s override
access system. You can purchase a BloXsafe Lock or Milockie
Lock on Amazon which are products that go onto a hotel safe
to add additional individual security.

Stairs, Elevators, Doorways, and Hallways
Hotels are full of transitional spaces where you can easily be
caught off guard. Here are some tips and considerations for
some of these transitional spaces:
Elevators: After entering an elevator stand near the control
panel with your back up against the side of the elevator. Offer to push the floor button for anyone else who enters behind you by asking “what floor?” Quickly familiarize yourself
with the control panel. Keeping the controls close to you
makes it easier to push the Alarm or Call buttons if needed.
Keeping your back to the wall makes it harder to be surprised by an attack.
Stairs: Stairwells get considerably less traffic but also leave
you less boxed in and without escape. When using stairs
keep your head up and look around corners so you won’t be
caught by surprise.
Doorways: Don’t open the door unless you are absolutely
certain the person requesting entry is authorized. Call the
front desk when in doubt.

Hallways: Hallways are fatal funnels and can leave you with
no means of escape or cover in a gunfight. Be familiar with
rooms like laundry, vending, ice, and other rooms in the hallway that might provide a means of escape or cover.
Instances Where Guns Were Left/Found in Hotels
Don’t forget your gun. It happens … more than you might
think and below I’m including a list of news stories to prove
the point. If you stash the firearm somewhere you generally
wouldn’t think to check when leaving the room you will be
more likely to leave it. Under the mattress, in a drawer, on
the shelf of the closet. These are places where you might be
tempted to put the firearm but are less likely to remember to
retrieve it.
• Colorado man leaves a gun in Park City UT hotel room’s night-
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fectively part of or an extension of the bar. In those circumstances, I’m inclined to just do my very best to stick to the
check-in procedure and hurry away from the bar.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Top 5 Best Non-Resident Concealed Carry
Permits
The longer we wait for any sort of Constitutional 50-state
carry laws to be passed, the more it seems like it won’t happen. So, in anticipation of that I thought it to be prudent to
speak about the best non-resident concealed carry permit
issuers so you can maximize your ability defend yourself
with your gun while you travel.
If you were to conduct a quick internet search, you’d find a
lot of junk-information out there and some good stuff that
isn’t as condensed as what we’re about to give you. First, a
lot of these “best” lists, include states like Tennessee and
South Carolina that, while they may be good to have a
non-resident concealed gun permit in, you have to adhere
to strict rules like owning land there, or having a job there.
If you live in Pennsylvania like I do, you’re not driving to TN
for work every day. So, to compile this list, I thought I’d only
include those states where you can get your permit in the
mail without actually having to physically go, or adhere to
strict laws. Here are the top 5 best non-resident concealed
carry permits that fit those criteria:

5 BEST NON-RESIDENT PERMITS
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•
•

stand (July 2008)
Gun Stolen From Hotel Room in Myrtle Beach (May 2018)
Chaperone finds Gun In Nebraska Hotel Room Nighstand Left by
Missouri Man (April 2018)
Washington State Man Arrested in Plymouth When Housekeepers
Find Guns (April 2018)
Hotel Guest in Brooklyn NY Leaves Gun Under Mattress (May
2017)
Texas Man Asks Hotel To Mail Him The Gun He Forget in His
Ithaca Hotel Room (Jan 2016)
Officer leaves a firearm in Detroit Hotel and is Suspended (Dec
2014)
Army Captain Arrested and Then Pardoned After Leaving Gun in
NJ Hotel (Dec 2014)
Officer Leaves Duty Guns in Mobile AL Hilton Hotel (Jan 2011)

Utah —

How Easy To Get?

How easy to get?

Any existing permit or virtually any in-person firearm safety
class qualifies. The cost is only $60 sent via mail.

It is easy to get a Utah permit. The biggest thing for many
folks is locating a UT certified trainer, which can be located
on their website. They do require that extra bit of training,
but it can be done in your home state.

How Wide Reaching is Reciprocity?

How wide reaching is reciprocity?

Summary: There is a reason why Arizona is one of the go-to
out of state concealed carry permits for folks like you and I.
It’s far reaching, as you can see, and easy to get because it
can be done by mail. For more information on how you can
get your non-resident Arizona CCW, click on that link.

Summary: Utah is a great state to have a non-resident concealed carry permit in, just because of the amount of states
you can carry a gun in with it. Check out their website for more
info.
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Arizona —

Florida —

How easy to get?

How easy to get?

A Virginia non-resident concealed carry permit is likely the
easiest one to get on this entire list. While it doesn’t offer up
as many states as some others on this list, the ease makes up
for it. Whereas other states require in-person training, Virginia is different in that it allows you to take your training online,
like the class we offer in our store.

Can be acquired by mail, can take up to 90 days to get, and
the cost is right around $100.00. Check out this website for
more info and to download the application for non-resident
Florida concealed carry permit. Florida requires all applicants to submit proof of training.

How wide reaching is reciprocity?

Summary: If you’re looking for ease and the ability to take an
in-depth internet-based course, Virginia is the best way to go
that offers up a decent number of reciprocated states.

How wide reaching is reciprocity?

Summary: If you find yourself vacationing in Florida from
time to time, and many folks do, this is the only non-resident
concealed carry permit from this list that is accepted there.
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Virginia —

How easy to get?
You can acquire your concealed carry permit through the
mail if you’re a non-resident for the cost of $100. And, as of
2016, you no longer need to prove that you can carry a gun
in your home state. This is great for states where you don’t
have to (or cannot) get your license/permit to carry a gun.
Here’s more information on non-resident CCW permits for NH.
How far reaching is reciprocity?

Summary: The New Hampshire concealed carry permit
should likely be a last-resort for you, unless you absolutely
need the ability to not prove that you have a permit in your
home state. Then again, if you live in one of the north eastern states like MD, NJ, RI, CT, etc., and find yourself traveling
to PA on a semi-regular basis, NH is one of only two non-resident states honored by Pennsylvania. (This is no longer true,
as Pennsylvania no longer accepts non-resident permits from any
state.)
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New Hampshire —

The world is changing and more and more people are finding it easier to learn from their home computers. Online
training and education has been widely adopted by Universities and Colleges for over a decade and other industries
are catching on too. In 2016 the National Rifle Association
(NRA) also announced their first online training for their
blended Basic Pistol Course.
Is This Good or Bad?
Not everyone in the gun community agrees with this approach. Most people agree on two things. First that training
shouldn’t be legally required to exercise one’s constitutional
rights. Second, regardless of the law everyone should seek
out and obtain as much training as one can. So where does
online training fit into that? In my opinion online training is a
fantastic solution to make good training more accessible to
more people at a reasonable cost.
If you have heard that there might be a way for you to take
your concealed handgun permit class online you are in the
right place. This article is going to explore the various aspects of different state laws, how online concealed carry
courses work, and if they will qualify in your state.

Navigating The Laws of the Various States
The first step to understanding if an online class will work for
you is in understanding reciprocity. There is more than one
way to be able to legally conceal in your state. You see you
have two options if you want to carry concealed:
Option A: Obtain your local state’s permit
Option B: Obtain a permit from a state whose permit is honored by your local state
For example, if you live in Missouri you could obtain the Missouri permit by going through a required Missouri course
and applying with the state for the local Missouri permit. Or
you could do whatever is required to get a permit from Arizona, Utah, Texas, Virginia, or Florida… because Missouri
honors the permits from all of those states. Even as a RESI-
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Can You Take A Concealed Carry Course Online?

Will An Online Class Qualify For My State Permit?
The next key is in understanding that currently only one state
in all of the United States will accept a purely online only
course to apply for their permit. That state is Virginia. So the
question you need to ask is, “Does my state honor the Virginia permit?” Because if your state does honor the Virginia permit then you can choose to take an online only course and
apply for the Virginia permit instead of taking an in-person
course and applying for your own local state permit.
What States Will Honor That Permit?
The Virginia non-resident permit is valid in 28 US States.
Here is the map:

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: Residents of Georgia, Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska, North Carolina (specific counties) Oklahoma, Tennessee, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.
While the Virginia permit is honored in your state, your state
requires that residents obtain their local state permit in order to carry concealed in the state. In other words, a resident
of any other state with a Virginia non-resident permit can
carry concealed legally in your state but you could not unless you have a local state Concealed Carry Permit. We still
invite you to obtain your Virginia permit so you will have reciprocity with the other states shown.
How Do You Take A CCW Class Online?
Taking an online concealed carry class is very simple, safe,
and affordable. After purchasing the course here, you will
have access to a special section of the website where you
can take the course.
The online concealed carry course is broken into the following modules:
1. Introduction
2. Handguns and Ammunition Basics
3. Firearm Safety
4. Basic Firearm Handling
5. Concealed Carry Fundamentals
6. Traveling With CCW Permits
7. Training and Practice
8. Concealed Carry / Gun Law

ONLINE CONCEALED CARRY CLASSES

ONLINE CONCEALED CARRY CLASSES

DENT of Missouri you can still choose to get a permit from
Virginia INSTEAD of Missouri and still carry concealed in Missouri with the same rights and privileges as anyone with the
local Missouri permit.

Each module consists of a number of video lessons that are
between 2 and 5 minutes each. You watch each video lesson
and then answer a single, open-book, multiple choice question to ensure comprehension. When you have completed
the online course (about 2 hour hours) you print off your certificate of completion that you will need to apply.
To get all your questions answered visit the course page here.
How Do I Apply for The Permit?
Once you have completed the course you just fill out the
state application and mail it along with your certificate and
other required documentation to the State Police. Don’t worry, we provide all the step by step, easy to follow instructions
in the course material.
If you want to learn more about the online concealed carry
opportunity click here.

Traveling Through National Parks
There are 59 wonderful and amazing National Parks in this
blessed country. Since Yellowstone was established in 1872
the US Congress has established National Parks in 28 US
states (Alaska has 8 of them). My family visited two National
Parks this past week and I thought it would be an appropriate time to discuss how Gun Owners can safely and legally
navigate to and through National Parks.
National Parks are operated by the National Park Service
which is an agency of the Department of the Interior of
the US Government. On February 22nd, 2010 Congress
approved a new law allowing loaded firearms in national
parks. It was a provision inside of the Credit Card Accountability and Responsibility and Disclose Act of 2009 which
was approved by Congress and signed by President Barack
Obama. HOWEVER, don’t stop reading here or you could
get yourself into some serious trouble.
The devil is in the details as they say… so lets get started.
From the new law here is the relevant text:
“Protecting the Right of Individuals To Bear arms in Units of
the National Park System and the National Wildlife Refuge
System—The Secretary of the Interior shall not promulgate or
enforce any regulation that prohibits an individual from possessing a firearm including an assembled or functional firearm in any unit of the National Park System or the National
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9. Buying and Selling Firearms
10. Organizations and Resources
11. Conclusion

What this then essentially does is apply state law to the possession of guns in National Parks. So, with that in mind here
are considerations you need to study and be familiar with:

Individual States Can Prohibit Guns In Their National
Parks
Since the new law essentially extends state firearm regulation into the National Parks located in that state you need
to research state laws before traveling into a National Park.
Since you likely have to drive through that state to get to
the park, and because you are a responsible gun owner you
know it is best to research gun laws in any state before you
travel to or into that state. Add an extra step to check that
state’s regulations relative to having a firearm in a state or
national park within that state. The Travelers Guide Book has
a section on each state’s page to answer that specific question.
In addition, our mobile app was recently updated to include
a legal summary for each of the 50 states that includes information about the restrictions in State and National Parks. You
can find it on our site here: Gun Law Summaries by State
Some Parks Cover Multiple States
If you are traveling to Yellowstone National Park for example,
you may be in the boundaries of Wyoming, Montana, and
Idaho at one point or another. Be sure to be familiar with
and in compliance with each state’s laws in their respective
state boundaries within the park.
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Wildlife Refuge System if—(1) the individual is not otherwise
prohibited by law from possessing the firearm; and (2) the
possession of the firearm is in compliance with the law of the
State in which the unit of the National Park System or the National Wildlife Refuge System is located.”

The state may have regulation about what specific firearms
may be allowed or legal including limitations on magazine
capacity.
Concealed Carry Permit May Be Required

beware of the federally owned or operated buildings. Despite any other local law, Federal law continues to prohibit
firearms inside of any federal building or any building at
which federal employees operate full time. Within national parks most of the buildings would qualify and they only
sometimes go to the effort of posting a sign.

The state may require that you have a valid and recognized
permit in order to have your firearm concealed on your person and/or in the vehicle.
Public Transportation Like Shuttle Buses, Ferries or Boats
May be Prohibited
Riding or using public transportation within the park could
be another thing that is prohibited within any given state.
Hunting is Illegal in Most National Parks Except Under
Special Permits
Don’t shoot at that deer. I like the meat as much as the next
guy but the discharge of a firearm in a National Park is a big
no-no and unless you have a special permit or license any
form of hunting will be prosecuted.
Guns Cannot Be Carried Into Federal Buildings (And
Their Parking Lots)
If you have researched all the above state specific nuances
and are moving forward with carrying your gun into the park

Also, an appellate court ruled in 2015 that gun owners do
not have the right to keep/store firearms in their cars when
on Federal property so even getting caught with your gun in
your car in the parking lot of a Federal Building could be an
issue.

TRAVELING THROUGH NAT’L PARKS

TRAVELING THROUGH NAT’L PARKS

Some Guns Could be Prohibited

Other Weapons (Bows, Swords, & Airguns) Remain Prohibited
And lastly a reminder that while the law that went into effect
in 2010 removed the firearm possession restriction it did not
appeal or remove the restrictions in place on other forms of
weapons. Take the Glock but leave the BB gun home.

State Contact Info
Alabama:
		
Attorney General of Alabama
					
PO Box 300152
					
Montgomery, AL 36130
					
334-242-7300
					ago.alabama.gov
Alaska: 			Alaskan State Police
					
5700 E. Tudor Road
					
Anchorage, AK 99507
					
907-269-0392
					dps.alaska.gov
Arizona: 			
Arizona Dept. Of Public Safety
					
PO Box 6488
					
Phoenix, AZ 85005
					
602-256-6280
					www.azdps.gov
Arkansas:			
Arkansas State Police HQ
					1 State Police Plaza Drive
					
Little Rock, AR 72209
					
501-618-8000
					www.asp.state.ar.us
California:
		
California Bureau of Firearms
					
PO Box 820200
					
Sacramento, CA 94203
					
916-227-7527
					www.oag.ca.gov

STATE CONTACT INFO
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Target Practice is Banned in National Parks
While it is lawful for gun owners to discharge firearms in National Forests, National Parks remain off limits to any sort of
target practice or discharge of a firearm.

Colorado Bureau of Investigation
PO Box 280629
Denver, CO 80228
303-813-5700
www.colorado.gov/bci

Hawaii:				
Attorney General of Hawaii
					425 Queen St
					
Honolulu, HI 96813
					
808-586-1500
					www.ag.hawaii.gov

Connecticut:			
Connecticut Dept. Public Safety
					1111 Country Club Rd
					
Middletown, CT 06457
					
860-685-8190
					
www.ct.gov/despp

Idaho: 			
Attorney General of Idaho
					
PO Box 83720
					
Boise, ID 83720
					
208-334-2400
					www.ag.idaho.gov

Delaware:			
					
					
					
					

Illinois: 			Illinois State Police
					
801 S. 7th St
					
Springfield, IL 62703
					
217-782-7980
					www.isp.state.il.us

Attorney General of Delaware
820 North French Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
302-577-8600
attorneygeneral.delaware.gov/

District of Columbia: Washington Metro Police
					
300 Indiana Ave. NW - 5th Fl
					
Washington D.C. 20001
					
202-727-9099
					www.mpdc.dc.gov

Indiana:				Indiana State Police
					
100 N Senate Ave. N302
					
Indianapolis, IN 46204
					
317-232-8264
					
www.in.gov/isp

Florida: 			
					
					
					
					

Iowa:				
Iowa Dept. Of Public Safety
					215 East 7th Street
					
Des Moines, IA 50319
					
515-725-6230
					www.dps.state.ia.us

Florida Bureau of Licences
PO Box 6687
Tallahassee, FL 32314
850-245-5691
www.freshfromflorida.com

Georgia:				
Attorney General of Georgia
					
40 Capitol Square SQ
					
Atlanta, GA 30334
					
404-656-3300
					www.law.ga.gov

Kansas:				Attorney General of Kansas
					
120 SW 10th Ave 2nd Fl
					
Topeka, KS 66612
					
785-291-3765
					www.ag.ks.gov
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Colorado:
		
					
					
					
					

Minnesota:			
Minnesota Dept of Public Safety
					445 Minnesota St
					
St Paul, MN 55101
					
651-201-7000
					www.dps.mn.gov

Louisiana:			 Louisiana State Police / CHP
					
PO Box 66375
					
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
					
225-925-4867
					www.lsp.org

Mississippi: 		
Mississippi Hwy Patrol
					
PO Box 958
					
Jackson, MS 39205
					
601-987-1212
					www.dps.state.ms.us

Maine: 			
					
					
					
					

Missouri: 			
Attorney General of Missouri
					
207 West High St / PO Box 899
					
Jefferson City, MO 65102
					
573-751-3321
					www.ago.mo.gov

Maine Dept. of Public Safety
45 Commerce / State House 164
Augusta, ME 04333
207-624-7210
www.maine.gov/dps

Maryland:			 State Contact Info Maryland State Police
					1111 Reisterstown Rd
					
Pikesville, MD 21208
					
410-653-4500
					www.mdsp.maryland.gov

Montana:
		
Attorney General of Montana
					
215 N Sanders / PO Box 201401
					
Helena, MT 59620-1401
					
406-444-2026
					www.dojmt.gov

Massachusetts:
					
					
					
					

Firearms Bureau / Mass.
200 Arlington St Ste 2200
Chelsea, MA 02150
617-660-4782
www.mass.gov/eopss

Nebraska:			
Nebraska State Police
					
1600 Highway 2
					
Lincoln, NE 68502
					
402-471-4545
					www.statepatrol.nebraska.gov

Michigan:
		
					
					
					
					

Michigan State Police
PO Box 30634
Lansing, MI 48909
517-284-3700
www.michigan.gov/msp

Nevada: 			
Nevada Dept of Public Safety
					555 Wright Way
					
Carson City, NV 89711-0900
					
775-684-4808
					www.dps.nv.gov
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Kentucky:
		
Kentucky State Police
					
919 Versailles Rd
					
Frankfort, KY 40601
					
502-782-1800
					www.kentuckystatepolice.org

New Hampshire State Police
33 Hazen Drive - Room 106
Concord, NH 03305
603-223-3873
www.nh.gov/safety

Ohio:
			Ohio Attorney General
					
30 East Broad St. - 14th Floor
					
Columbus, OH 43215-3428
					
800-282-0515
					www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov

New Jersey: 		
New Jersey State Police
					
PO Box 7068
					
W. Trenton, NJ 08628
					
609-882-2000
					www.njsp.org

Oklahoma: 		
					
					
					
					

New Mexico: 		
New Mexico Dept of Public Safety
					
6301 Indian School Rd NE #310
					
Albuquerque, NM 87110
					
505-841-8053
					www.dps.state.nm.us

Oregon:				Oregon Attorney General
					
1162 Court St NE
					
Salem, OR 97301
					
503-378-4400
					www.doj.state.or.us

New York:
		
New York State Police
					
1220 Washington Ave. Bldg. 22
					
Albany, NY 12226
					
518-783-3211
					www.troopers.ny.gov

Pennsylvania:			
Pennsylvania Attorney General
					
16th Floor Strawberry Square
					
Harrisburg, PA 17120
					
717-787-3391
					www.attorneygeneral.gov

North Carolina:
North Carolina A.G.
					
9001 Mail Service Center
					
Raleigh, NC 27699-9001
					
919-716-6400
					www.ncdoj.com

Rhode Island: 		
Rhode Island Attorney General
					
150 S Main St.
					
Providence, RI 02903
					
401-274-4400
					www.riag.ri.gov

North Dakota:
North Dakota Attorney General
					
600 E. Blvd. Ave | Dept 125
					
Bismarck, ND 85505
					
701-328-2210
					www.attorneygeneral.nd.gov

South Carolina:
South Carolina (SLED)
					
PO Box 21398
					
Columbia, SC 29221
					
803-896-7015
					www.sled.sc.gov

Oklahoma B of I
6600 N. Harvey
Oklahoma City, OK 73116
405-879-2690
www.ok.gov/osbi
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New Hampshire:
					
					
					
					

Washington: 		Washington Attorney Genearl
					
PO Box 40100
					
Olympia, WA 98504
					
360-753-6200
					www.atg.wa.gov

Tennessee:			
					
					
					
					

West Virginia:		
West Virginia Attorney General
					
Capitol Bldg. 1, #26E
					
Charleston, WV 25305
					
304-558-2021
					www.ago.wv.gov

Tennessee DPS
PO Box 9465
Nashville, TN 37202
615-251-8590
www.tn.gov/safety

Texas: 			
Texas Dept. of Public Safety
					
PO Box 4087
					
Austin, TX 78773
					
512-424-7293
					www.txdps.state.tx.ut

Wisconsin: 		Wisconsin Attorney General
					
PO Box 7857
					
Madison, WI 53703
					
608-266-1221
					www.doj.state.wi.us

Utah:				Utah Dept. of Public Safety
					
3888 West 5400 South
					
Taylorsville, UT 84129
					
801-965-4445
					www.publicsafety.utah.gov

Wyoming:
		Wyoming Attorney General
					
208 S College Drive
					
Cheyenne, WY 82002
					
307-777-7181
					
http://ag.wyo.gov

Vermont:			Vermont Attorney General
					
109 State St
					
Montpelier, VT 05609
					
801-828-3171
					ago.vermont.gov
Virginia: 			Virginia State Police
					
PO Box 27472
					
Richmond, VA 23261-7472
					
804-674-2000
					www.vsp.state.va.us
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South Dakota:
South Dakota Secretary of State
					
500 E Capitol Ave. - Ste 204
					
Pierre, SD 57501-5070
					
605-773-3537
					www.sdsos.gov

Download the
“Concealed Carry Gun Tools” app
to have ongoing access to the most
updated information!
Available on your Android and
Apple devices!

